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VWELCOM NG SPEECH BY
YANG AMAT BERBAHAGIA
DATIN SERI DR SITI HASMAH BTE HAJI MOHD ALI
AT THE CGPEN NG CEREMONY CF THE H RST LADIES RSC- AP MEETI NG
AT THE HOTEL NIKKO, KUALA LUWUR NALAYSI A
ON MONDAY, 13 GCTGBER 1997
AT 8.45 A M

As Chairperson of The Steering Conmttee on the Econom c
Advancenent of Rural and Island Wnen in the Asia Pacific Region
(RSG AP) and as President of the International Steering Conmttee
(1's9 , | amvery happy to be given this opportunity to extend
a very warm wel cone to each and everyone of you. | thank you
nost sincerely for being here especially those of you who have
come as far north as Mongolia to as far south east as Tonga to
be with us today.

2. Mal aysia is indeed fortunate to have this opportunity to
host this nmeeting. A neeting such as this will hopefully not
only resolve sonme of the conmmon issues of poverty but also,
through close networking, foster equality, peace and mutual
under st andi ng anong us al |, consistent with the objectives of the
| SC

3. As nost of you are aware, the International Steering
Commttee (10 was set up in 1992 follow ng the Geneva Sunmt
under the patronage of Her Mjesty Queen Fabiola of Bel gi um
It is essentially an advocacy group consi sting of 16 First Ladies
and Wves of Heads of Government. |t was agreed that as nenbers
of the ISC Mlaysia, Si Lanka then and Tonga woul d take the
lead in inplenenting strategies and plans of action for the
Econom ¢ Advancenent of Rural and Island Wnen in the Asia
Paci fic Regi on. '

4. Subsequently, to ensure effective followup of the ISC
obj ectives, the Regional Steering Commttee for Asia Pacific was
established and formalised on 5 Septenber 1995 in Beijing. The
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RSC-Asia Pacific is divided into three sub-regions: the South
Central and West Asia, South East Asia and Far East, and the
Qceania and the Pacific. Representation of nenbers is
distributed based on the size of population per sub-region.
Accordingly, 6 nenbers of the sub-region of South, Wst and
Central Asia, currently under the Vice-Chairmanship of I|ran who
replaced Si Lanka, 4 nenbers of the sub-region of South East
Asia and Far East under the Chairmanship of Mlaysia and 2
menbers of the Qeania and the Pacific under the Vice
Chai rmanship of Tonga was adopted as an accepted forrmula for
nmenbership distribution. Altogether, the RSC Asia Pacific
menbership consists of 15 First Ladies/Wves of Heads of State
or Gover nnent . The RSC-Asia Pacific, since its establishment,
has prioritised the objective of nonitoring the progress of
I npl ement ati on of the Geneva Declaration and to support national
and regional initiatives for the advancenent of rural wonen.
Toget her, the nmenbers of the RSC-Asia Pacific are commtted to
hel p nobi | i se the resources to ensure that rural and i sl and worren
are participants as well as beneficiaries of devel opnent
progranmmes and projects, particularly those relating to poverty
alleviation and inprovenent of the quality of rural famly life.
In this regard, the responsibilities of the RSGC AP incl ude that
of preparing the regional plans of action and nonitoring the
progress of its implementation. Cher activities include the
preparation for and inplenmentation of specific regional and
subregional activities of different aspects. The role and
responsibilities of the RSGC Asia Pacific nmenbers have further
I ncreased follow ng the endorsenent of the Beijing Platform of
Action, 1995. ‘

5. The thenme of this neeting ‘PovertyEradication Through Mcro
Oedit For Rural women’ is indeed tinely and rel evant refl ecting
the need for governments and N335 to recognise wonen as an
I mportant force in economc development. Poverty eradication
through mcro credit is an alternative to inproving the lives of
the rural poor.
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6. V¢ know t hat the causes of poverty are multi-faceted rangi ng
from on-going economc crisis, political instability , lack of
basi ¢ infrastructure, and popul ati on pressures to psychol ogi ca

factors at community and individual levels for rural wonen. The
I mpact of poverty is further aggravated by nunerous gender -
speci fic obstacl es, the causes of which are deeply rooted in our
social and cultural beliefs, attitudes, and prejudices towards
woren. Such barriers are nost often reflected in gender-
I nsensitive devel opnent pol i ci es and pr ogr amres whi ch
consequently ignore the participation and contribution of rura

wonen. Such barriers contribute to the lack of support for
wonen's economc activities, due to |lack of access to productive
resources, lack of access to training and skills development.

7. Let us therefore work together, to extend that small |oan
through M cro Fi nance Institutions, to give the poverty stricken
wonen, specifically the rural wonen, the opportunity to devel op
and enhance their skills, to inprove their levels of living
t hrough i ncreased i ncone from self-employment. Let us invest our
time and noney for a society where there is economc and socia
growth, justice, peace and harnony, balanced with equality and
human dignity. The rural wonen can no | onger be ignored, nor be
alienated. They represent a force to reduce rural poverty in our
region. 1Insya Allah, concerted efforts fromnenbers of RSC AP,
CGovernnments and the people thenselves will help to naterialise
t he objective of our presence here today.

8. | thank you once again for your gracious presence.
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