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SPEECH BY
YANG AVAT BERBAHAGIA
DATIN SERI DR SITI HASMAH BTE HAJI MJD ALI
AT THE GFFI A AL LAUNCH NG
G- TEXTI LE VEAVI NG FROM LGOM TO GOMPUTER EXH Bl TI ON

AT THE MUZIUM NEGARA

ON MON\DAY, 15 DECEMBER, 1997

AT 11.45 A M

Firstly, let nme extend a warm wel cone to all guests and
del egates from ASEAN nenber countries to this exhibition on
Textil e Waving From Loom to GConputer.

2. It is indeed a pleasure and honour for ne to be invited to
officiate this colourful cerenony. | would like to express ny
appreciation to the ASEAN commttee on Qulture and Information
(ASEAN-COCI) who had ki ndly sponsored this exhibition, and also
to the Departnent of Museuns and Antiquities and the Mnistry of
Qulture, Arts and Tourism who organized and nanaged this
exhibition. A though this exhibition is specially schedul ed in
conjunction with the infornal neeting of the ASEAN Heads of
Governnent in Kual a Lumpur, | personally feel that there are |ot
of benefits we can derive fromthis exhibition.

3. Sout h-East Asia has one of the nost dazzling textile
traditions in the world. Both indigenous and foreign influences
in their cultural diversity are captured in an overwhel mng
variety of textiles form which is manifested in a w de range of
materi al s used and t he di splay of a nyriad of weavi ng t echni ques,
colours and design notifs.

4. Textiles play an inportant role in the econony, social and
religious life of the people, and its study provi des inportant
insights into the many different cultures of ASEAN nenber
countries. Traditional textiles particularly are one of the nost
vital and inportant categories of Southeast Asian art. Forned
from an extensive range of locally produced and inported raw
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mat eri al s and astoni shing nunber of techniques -- including many
different types of applique and decorative weaving, ‘ikat’ and
other forns of tie-dying, batik, and enbroidery -- Southeast

Asian textiles are used to fashion a variety of objects. There
are itens of everyday clothing, sacred and cerenonial costune,
shrouds and wapping cloths and textiles also appear as
har gi gers, banners, and ritual regalia.

5. Since decorative textiles are of great inportance as
el aborate festive garnents, as synbols of prestige, and as itens
of wealth and religious significance, the naking of such cloth
often requires physical and spiritual precautions to protect the
quality of dyeing and weaving, and well-being of artisan.
Consequently, legends and rituals surround both origins and the
maki ng of inportant fabrics. The texture of the materials, the
skill of the craftswonmen, the richness of the colours, and the
clarity and intricacy of the patterning and designs are the usual
criteria for assessing the beauty and nmerit of these textiles.
Many designs and notifs convey inportant messages significant
only to those famliar with the particular social and religious
principles of the people who have produced them It is only by
seeing cloths in their cultural context that we can begin to
understand their value and neani ng.

6. Al t hough the study of Sout heast ASEAN textil es has expanded
on various fronts and there have been a nunber of conprehensive
studies of the textiles of specific ethnic groups whi ch conbi nes
val uable synthesis of the scholarship on the subject, an
exhibition focusing on textile weaving technique by using the
traditional loom and the l|atest conputer technique in textile
industry is seldom discussed and shown to the general public.
| would like to express ny sincere thanks to those concerned who
moted the idea of having this interesting and inportant
exhibition in Malaysia at this time of the year. | am sure
textiles lovers and the general public will not mss the chance
to witness thensel ves the beauty and richness of ASEAN culture
through this textiles and weaving technique.
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7. O this note, | have the pleasure to declare this exhibition
on "Textile Waving From Loomto Conputer" officially open.
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