SPEECH BY HER EXCELLENCY
DATO SER DATI N PADUKA -
DR. SITI HASMAH BTE HJ. MOHD. ALl
AT THE FI RST GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE REG ONAL
| SLAM C DAKWAH COUNCI L OF SOUTHEAST ASI A AND
THE PACI FIC (R SEAP) WOMEN S MOVEMENT
AT KOVWPLEKS TABUNG HAJI, KELANA JAYA
ON TUESDAY, 4TH. NOVEMBER, 1986
AT 9.00 A M

Assal amu ' al ai kum war ahmat ul | ahi wabar akat uh.
M. Chai r man,

Yang Teramat Milia

Tunku Abdul Rahman Putra Al - Haj
Presi dent, RI SEAP,

Yang Amat Ber bahagi a
Datin Patinggi Laila Taib-
Chai rman, RI SEAP Wnen's Movenent,

Your Excell enci es,
Di sti ngui shed guests,
Brothers and Sisters-in-Islam

Al'l praise to Allah Subhanahu Wataala for H's bl essings
and salutations to the Prophet Mhanmed, nmay peace and
bl essi ngs be upon him
2. It is indeed an honour for ne to be invited to

officiate the First Ceneral Assenbly of the Regional Islamc
Dakwah Council of Southeast Asia and the Pacific (R SEAP)



Women's Moyvenent this norning. May | congratulate the
organi zers for their initiative in organising this inportant
meeting. Before | proceed further, | would like to extend a

warm welcone to our sisters from Southeast Asia and the
Paci fic region.

Ladi es and Gent | enen,
3. It is indeed gratifying that voluntary Mislim

organi zations in this region have been working together for
the progress of Islam and its Ummah in Southeast Asia and

the Pacific. | am happy to note that Muslimwonen in this
regi on have taken a bold step to hold their own neetings and
plan their own programes. The fact that all of vyou,

representing Muslim voluntary organizations in this region,
are striving hard for the cause of Islam 1is a sign of an
i ncreasi ng awareness of the need for solidarity anong Muslim
wonen of non-governnental |evel. Such efforts can greatly
conpl enent the activities undertaken by governnents of
| slam c nations. )

4. I am very glad that this first nmeeting of the R SEAP
Wnen's Myvenent is being held in Milaysia. | recall that
the First Ceneral Assenbly of RI SEAP was also held in Kuala
Lunmpur in June 1982. This is indeed a coincidence of
historical inportance for Malaysia. It is always Malaysia's
intention to play an active role in the Islamc dakwah
nmovenent, both locally and internationally. Qur policy is
to be closely associated with Islamc nations and to support
Islam c causes. In this regard, we believe that our
participation —and also the participation of everyone else
— should not only be active but also be effective.

Ladi es and Gentl| enen,
5. W are living in a rapidly changing period in human

hi story. Rapi d changes have caused a certain degree of
disorientation to everyone, and has affected famly life.



Sone people have lost their faith in religion conpletely
while others have begin to understand the nmeaning of

religion and the need for it. On bal ance, Islam has
benefited for there is a wdespread resurgence of Islam
ever ywher e. By and | arge, there has been a greater

appreciation of the role of Islam especially anong our
young nmen and wonen.

6. It is estimated that the region of Southeast Asia and
the Pacific has about 250 million Muslins scattered in
various countries. There are only three countries in the

region where Muslins form the mgjority of the popul ations.
Al nost fifty percent of the Muslins live in countries where

they are mnorities. The o'nly Muslim countries in the
region are Indonesia, (the country with the biggest nunber
of Muslinms in the world) Brunei and Mlaysia. In the

seventeen other countries, Miuslins are minorities.

7. What is clear, ladies and gentlenen, is that the
Muslinms of this regioﬁ, whether they are a mmjority or a
mnority, wish to mintain their Islamc identity. |In order
to maintain their Islamc identity they have to face many
difficulties and chal | enges, but Islam has shown a

resilience and power which enables its adherents to hold
fast to their faith even in the nost adverse circunstances.

8. Muslinms who are living as mnorities should not see
their minority status as sonething negative or restrictive.
They should take cognizance of their country's social
environment, and adhere to the values and standards of
| slam accepting what is good and rejecting what is bad.
What is inportant is that, as Muislins, we nust uphold and
practice the true teachings of |Islam whose objective is
uni versal good, equality and progress.

9. Furt her nore, Muslinse are nmenbers of a universal
community  of faith that transcends geographi cal and



political boundaries or racial and.language barriers. By
interacting with other Miuslins in the region, and through
RI SEAP, | am sure MisJLimwonen woul d be able to seek confort

fromtheir fell ow sisters.

Ladi es and gentl enen,

10. Muslim wonen, whether as mnority or majority in any
country, have an inportant role to play in society. Thi s

role is not limted only to the famly, but also in the
context of a nation. I slam teaches us to |ove our country,
to love our neighbour and to | ove al | Al'l ah's
creations. Islam therefore, teaches us to cherish the

hi ghest of values that are universally accepted by manki nd.
Such values should be taught to our children from a young
age so that they will grow up to be conpassi onate Misli ns.

11. W cannot deny the fact that wonen constitute an

i nportant conponent of the Ummah. Islam accords a high
status to wonen in society and as nothers we are the primary
moul ders of the future generation. However, in this fast

changing world, wonmen need to keep abreast of what is going
on around them in order to bring up their children in the
nost proper way and to maintain and uphold Islamc values
and the Islamc way of life.

Ladi es and Gentl enen,

12. There are nmany challenges facing our young people
today. Western influence has encroached our daily Iives and
Western ills like rock culture, drug abuse, proniscuity and
the like, seened to have pervaded our societies. To counter
this negative influence, wonmen should be aware of their
environment and take concerted action to protect their
fam|ly.

13. It is therefore essential for Mislim wonen to get
together and rally on a commobn cause. For sonme wonen,



joining a wonen's organization would be a logical step.
There are numerous wonen's or gani zati ons | ooking into
many issues pertaining to women. Because wonen's needs
seened to be different from that of nmen and youth, wonen's
organi zations are therefore essential to take up matters
pertai ning to wonen.

14. Not only do wonen need to know what is happening
outside their home, they can also learn through the
experiences of others how to inprove thenselves, their
famly or the home environment. Exposure to organizational
and group activities may also help them to develop their
talents and organizational skills whi ch can be applied to
hel pi ng other |ess fortunate wonen.

15. For Muslinms who live as mnorities in their respective
countries, getting involved in da awah organizations and
activities becone an added inportance. Da' awah activities
keep Musli mwonen in constant contact with each other. They
gain noral support and strength from each other, enabling
them to nmaintain their Mislim identity and to lead an
Islamc way of life despite living in a non-Mislim
envi ronnent .

16. For any organization to succeed, it needs dedi cated and

conmtted nenbers and financial resources. There is no
difficulty in getting women | eaders, for there is no lack of
talent anong Mislim wonen. However, the difficulty is in

getting women nmenbers. Wonen thus need to cone forward to
support and get involved with the various da' awah activities
in their locality.

Fell ow Sisters-in-Islam

17. | know you have cone here to deliberate seriously on
the organization and managenent of the Islamc da' awah



novenent for wonen. I am sure you wll attain these
obj ecti ves. But while you are here | would invite you to
have a closer look at this country. As you |ook around you
may see that although Malaysia has a large non-Mislim
popul ation, yet Islam is accepted as the religion of the
country and Islamc activities are fully accepted and
supported by non-Muslins. The harnony in this country has
been benificial to Islam My you have a pleasant stay in
this country and My Allah Subhanahu Wataala give you H's
bl essi ngs and gui dance for a successful neeting here.

18. | wish once again to thank the RI SEAP Wnen's Myvenent
for the opportunity to address you this nmorning and | now

have great pleasure in declaring this nmeeting open.

Vabi | | ahi taufik wal hi dayah wassal anu' al ai kum
war ahmat ul | ahi  wabar akat uh.
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