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.SPEECH BY
YABHG DATI N SERI DR SI TI HASMAH BTE HAJI MOHD ALI

AT THE CLOSI NG CEREMONY OF THE

RSC- AP M CRO- FI NANCE MANAGEMENT

DEVELOPMENT TRAI NI NG WORKSHOP

AT THE NOVOTEL HOTEL, SG PATANI, KEDAH
ON SATURDAY, 9 AUGUST 1997

AT4.00 PM

First of all, may | congratulate each and every one of you for
havi ng enthusi astically participated for the past eight days and
survived such a rigorous training programme on mcro-finance
managenent .

2. | amprivileged indeed to be able to spend sone tinme with
you and be able to listen to your presentation on your hone
country plan of action to expand mcro credit in your respective
countries.

3. It is ny sincere hope that you have gai ned as nmuch know edge
and skills on mcro finance managenent from this workshop. At
the sane tine, hopefully, the sessions during the past eight days
have enabled you to nutually gain from each other through the
exchangi ng and sharing of experiences.

4. | have no doubt too that potential replicators have |earned
as much from the experiences of the practitioners, especially
tips on the "do's" and the "don'ts" in inplenenting such
programres. To the practitioners, I hope the training has
provided new inputs into your programre, especially the fast
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have regained new strength and a higher level of commtnent tc
continue the wonderful work that you have started in fighting for
the eradication of poverty, especially anmong the rural wonen.

5. | ampl eased to hear the wonderful plans of action to expand
and to scale up mcro credit programmes in your countries. As
| listened to your presentation, | realised that a lot has been
done by conmtted i ndividuals, |ike yourselves, at the grass root
| evel . Yet, this is only the beginning. W have greater
chal | enges ahead of us —we have to reach and help alleviate 70

mllion of the poorest of the poor in Asia out of poverty by the
year 2005. This calls for a united effort, at |ocal, national
and international levels, to nobilise resources and technical
assistance for progranmes to eradicate poverty.

6. There is a lot that each and every one of us could do. It
is ny hope that you could inplenent the mcro credit or mcro-
finance programe, as planned in your country. The RSC- AP
secretariat in Milaysia is wlling to offer you further
assi stance by providing technical training programe and ot her
.assistance that you may need.

7. The Prinme Mnister of Mlaysia has on nunmerous occasions
expressed his desire to see that Malaysia share whatever
expertise and experiences we have gained, particularly our
successful poverty eradication and rural devel opnent experiences,
wth others elsewhere in this region, and in South-South
cooperati on.

8. Li kew se, RSC- AP wi || strengthen our networking and
col  aboration with donor countries and financial institutions to
nmobilise as nmuch resources to be channelled to mcro-finance
institutions in nmenber countries. RSC- AP hopes to nonitor the
i npl enentation of the plans of action of participants of this
wor kshop and provi de technical assistance for as long as they are
required. Through our networking, we could assist you in
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approachi ng donor institutions such as G anmeen Trust, who could
give you start up grants to establish mcro-finance institutions.
W also plan to hold a series of technical training workshops
based on request from practitioners, either in Malaysia or in
menber countries.

9. As patron of this workshop, I would like to take this
opportunity to express ny special thanks and appreciation to
i ndividuals and organisations involved in making this workshop
a success. To all the participants, sponsors, collaborators,
resource persons, trainers, field facilitators, the organising
comm ttee nmenbers, the hotel managenent and staff, your effort
and contribution has been commendable. Wthout your cooperation
this workshop will not be a success. | amproud that the RSC AP
has been able to nobilise resources fromthe state and nati onal
governnents, international organisations, the private sector and
Non- governnent O ganisations and the universities in order to
organi se such an inportant workshop. Qur effort is a nodel of
col l aboration and cooperation for a common cause - the
eradi cati on of poverty anong the poor, especially the rural wonen
in the Asia Pacific region.

10. At this point, | would like to extend ny sincere thanks to
our major contributors:

* The National and state governnents for hosting this
event; Special to be nentioned is the Chief Mnister
(Menteri Besar) of this State of Kedah, YAB Dato Sad.
Sanusi  Juni d, who kindly officiated at the opening

cerenony of this workshop. He is an advocator and
i npl ementor of various new ideas for inprovenent and
devel opent of the rural people. Havi ng worked as

M ni ster of Rur al Devel opnent and Mnister of
Agriculture, and now as the Chief Mnister of the
State, he has no problemof understanding the work we
are doing, for it is as close to his heart as ours.
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I thank him and his Governnent for the total
cooperation and assistance accorded to the success of
thi s workshop.

Resort Wrld for their financial contribution in
paying the air passages of participants from the
Central, West and South Asia sub-region;

BAKTI i.e. the Association of Wves of Mnisters and
Deputy Mnisters for Charity, in paying the passages
of participants from Tonga, Malaysia and the overall
finances of the workshop;

ASEAN Regional Canada Fund for financing the air
passages of participants fromASEAN sub-region;

Cl DA- Mal aysi a for undertaking the expenses of required
trai ni ng manual s;

UNDP for training expenses;
Sout hern Bank for sponsoring the formal dinner;

Bank Bum putra Ml aysia for sponsoring honorarium for
trainers and facilitators;

And ot her organisations fromthe private sector, whose
contribution has |ightened the financial burden of the
organi sing body, that is, the RSC-AP;

May | also extend ny specials thanks to the Centre of
Policy Research/University of Sci ence  Mal aysi a,
CASHPCR and Amanah Ikhtiar Ml aysia for providing
their expertise, experiences and field Ilaboratory
facilities.
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11. Last but not least, | would like to acknow edge the nost
vital conponent of this workshop — you, our distingui shed
partici pants, who have cone from near and far. Wt hout your

presence, your active participation and interaction, your
comm tnent and especially your own personal programe of action
to inplenent or to scale up mcro-finance in your countries, this

wor kshop does not bear any significance. | believe we shall
witness the success of this workshop a few nonths after you
return to your country, when you will send us feedback on your

attenpts to put into action what-ever know edge you have acquired
from this workshop.

12. RSC AP awaits any kind of feedback fromyou. Good |uck and
thank you. W pray for your safe journey hone.

13. On that note, | hereby declare the workshop on RSC- AP
M cro-finance Managenent Devel opment Training be closed.

Thank you.
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