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Assalamualaikum Warahmatullahi Wabarakatuh and Salam 1 Malaysia.  

 

1. First of all, I hope to take this opportunity to thank the organisers, the Ministry of 

Home Affairs and Ministry of Education, as well as Education Malaysia Global Services 

(EMGS), for their efforts in organising and inviting for me to speak at this crucial event. 

It gives me great pleasure to be here today at the launching of I-Card for International 

Students in Malaysia.  

 

Ladies and gentlemen,  

 

The past and present of Private Higher Education Institutions (PHEIs) in Malaysia  

 

2. Education is indeed an instrument to promote national unity, social equality and 

economic growth. Realising this, the Malaysian government invests heavily on 

education and human resource development. With an average sum of 15.5 percent of the 

total annual budget dedicated to this end, the government hopes to realise the vision of 

becoming a developed nation by the year 2020.  

 

3. Over the years, like in many other countries, higher education in Malaysia has 

undergone massive expansion and transformation due to the increasing social demand 

brought about by the democratisation of education and the growing affluence of the 

Malaysian society. Besides the aim I have described earlier, the higher education is also 

perceived as the catalyst for social mobility, human capital development and economic 

growth, which altogether means one thing – education is the engine that drives nations 

forward.  

 

4. In retrospect, the government was the main provider of higher education. When the 

idea to privatise higher education was first conceived, the objective was to address to the 

pressing challenge our nation faced due to the 1997 Asian economic turmoil. During 

that difficult time, the Malaysian government encouraged the privatization of higher 

education and allowed the establishment of foreign branch campuses. Furthermore, the 

government also facilitated the collaboration of Malaysian private higher education 

institutions (PHEI) with recognized foreign universities for the twinning programs. 

These efforts aimed at increasing the accessibility and equity to higher education and 

promoting Malaysia as a lucrative market for higher education.  

 



5. Since then, the private higher education in Malaysia has undergone extensive 

changes. Over the two decades, private higher education also expanded immensely, with 

the number of PHEIs increased more than four-fold from 156 institutions in 1992 to 707 

in 2002. Today we have 533 PHEIs including universities owned by GLCs, foreign 

university branch campuses, university colleges and colleges, respectively. The initiative 

has proven to be effective; the total number of students enrolled at the tertiary level has 

more than doubled over the past two decades. From 230,000 students in 1990, the 

number of our graduates has significantly increased to more than one million today. 

This stands not only as a result, but also an evidence of our shared dedication for the 

betterment of the country.  

 

Distinguished Guests,  

 

The internationalization of Malaysian Higher Education  

 

6. The internationalization of Malaysia higher education sector is indeed an important 

initiative for Malaysia to position itself as a high income and developed country by 

2020.  

 

7. Malaysia is acknowledged to be among the preferred destinations for international 

students to pursue their studies. The range of colleges, university colleges and 

universities that offer both value for money and quality education, coupled with the 

richness of culture and stable governance have together formed a unique ambience to 

attract students to pursue higher education in this nation.  

 

8. The strength of Malaysia’s internationalization owes its origin to the Transnational 

Higher Education (TNE). Taking its root during the economic crisis, TNE is designed to 

fulfill the demand for foreign degrees and to overcome the problem of affordability. A 

lot has been achieved since then, and today, the TNE initiative has managed to offer a 

wealth of programs, ranging from twinning and credit transfer programmes to external 

degree and distance learning.  

 

9. With the expansion and diversification of Malaysian private higher education, the 

government has formulated the Private Higher Educational Institutions Act (555 Act) 

and the National Accreditation Board Act, both of which were passed in 1996 as the 

tools to monitor the quality of PHEIs and their academic programs offered. The first Act 

defines the government’s regulatory control over all PHEIs. The later set the 

mechanisms for monitoring and controlling the standard and quality of all the 

educational programmes offered by the PHEIs.  

 

10. In facing a diversity of challenges in the era of globalization, the former Ministry of 



Higher Education has formulated the National Higher Education Strategic Plan 2007 – 

2020 (NHESP) as a strong foundation for building the country’s capacity for knowledge 

and innovation. Seven strategic thrusts, including intensifying internationalization have 

been outlined which focus on improving and empowering the Malaysian higher 

education.  

 

11. However, Malaysia must undergo a paradigm shift to realise its aspirations of 

becoming a regional and international higher education hub. As such, the NHESP 2 

Malaysia’s Global Reach: A New Dimension (2011 - 2015) has been prepared as an 

additional policy to NHESP for the purpose of fulfilling the current and future demands 

in Malaysia’s effort to compete globally.  

 

12. Here, the impact of globalization on higher education can be gauged from two 

perspectives; the economic globalisation and global trends. On one hand, the economic 

globalisation perspective focuses on the influence of the global market place on higher 

educational reform, as nations adjust their system to be in line with the globalisation 

demands. In this regard, successful adjustments would translate to a positive economic 

growth. On the other hand, a globalised knowledge economy which is increasingly 

becoming a global trend carries a profound impact on the role and value of higher 

education as its productivity relies heavily on science, technology, knowledge and ideas 

which are all in the purview of the university.  

 

Ladies and Gentlemen  

 

Quality Assurance and Accessibility  

 

13. Nowadays, quality has become one of the factors that people would look at when 

considering on the choice of university. That being said, the government has established 

the Malaysia Qualification Agency (MQA) as a central agency for quality assurance and 

accreditation. All PHEIs are required to obtain approval to run courses and meet the 

minimum standards set by MQA. MQA provides guidelines for implementation with the 

aims to increase public confidence in Malaysian higher education and for the PHEIs to 

assist the government in developing human capital with first class mentality, create a 

conducive environment that foster academic and institutional excellence, achieve 

international recognition and sustainability to the Malaysian Higher Education System 

and position Malaysia as a hub for higher education in the region and internationally.  

 

The Future Scenario  

 

14. The success of the Millennium Development Goals in education has created an 

unprecedented demand for post-secondary education. Governments have invested 



heavily in early childhood and secondary education, resulting in a bulge of qualified 

learners and frequently inadequate provision available to meet demand. Demand for 

places in higher education far outstrips supply of available seats globally.  

 

15. In many emerging economies the demand can be 20 to 50 per cent higher than 

places available in public institutions. It is predicted that the demand for higher 

education worldwide will have expanded from 97 million students in 2000 to over 262 

million students by 2025. It was estimated that the private education market in 2006 

approached US$400 billion worldwide and that this would continue to grow as the 

sector matures, particularly in emerging economies.  

 

16. The need for a greater supply of technical and vocational education and training is 

an area attracting increasing attention, with the recognition of a need for increasing 

investment in this sector. Governments are recognizing that investing in post-secondary 

education at all levels can contribute to a more skilled and knowledgeable workforce, 

but at the same time, it is coming under considerable pressure to respond to the 

financial crises through investment in other sectors. Government funding is simply 

inadequate to meet the growth in demand for education at all levels, and thus, non-

governmental provision is expanding. The growth of PHEIs on a regional basis, 

estimates that approximately 30 per cent of global higher education enrolments are now 

in private sector institutions. Asia and Latin America show the greatest growth ranging 

up to 80 per cent in some countries, while Western Europe charts relatively smaller 

shares of private providers.  

 

17. On financial mechanisms from the perspectives of the various stakeholders including 

government, entrepreneurs, philanthropists and students/parents, perhaps Public-

Private Partnerships (PPPs) is an approach which is gaining considerable traction 

globally. Given the current fiscal constraints, governments are exploring more 

vigorously the options available to them through partnerships with the private sector.  

 

Distinguished Guests,  

 

Big Ideas and Challenges  

 

18. The current initiative conducted by the Ministry of Education is to produce 

Malaysian Education Blueprint for Higher Education Strategic Framework (2015 – 

2025). This initiative is devised by taking into consideration the research outputs 

carried out by a research team on evaluation and assessment of the existing strategic 

plan. The 11 primary objectives that we have gathered from the research are the need for 

us to achieve, among many, empowered governance, financial sustainability, higher 

education excellence, holistic entrepreneurial graduates, innovation ecosystem and 



higher education delivery transformation.  

 

19. The aftermath of this initiative will be a significantly different higher education 

industry landscape 15 years from now. To aid this motive, I humbly request for private 

higher education institutions to continue the critical assessment of the viability of their 

institution’s current business model, develop a vision of what a future model might look 

like, and develop a broad transition plan. Regardless of the path chosen, private higher 

education institutions will need to align new directions to their institution’s core 

purpose and values.  

Facilitation  

 

20. According to UNESCO report, Malaysia is currently ranked the world’s 11th most 

preferred study destination. To further strengthen this position, the Ministry of 

Education has established Education Malaysia Global Services as a one-stop centre for 

the international students’ admission to Malaysian higher education institutions and for 

promoting Malaysia as a global education destination providing high quality 

programmes of international standards.  

 

The Launching of I-Card for International Students  

 

21. When the government embarked on the agenda to make Malaysia as an education 

hub, we realize that the country will indeed face great challenges in tailoring the 

technology and management to match the pool of students coming to the country. On 

this note, I am pleased to witness the concerted efforts between ministries and agencies 

in handling these challenges.  

 

22. I foresee the I-Card for the International Students, with its emphasis on security as a 

strategic effort to improve the management of foreign students in Malaysia, which 

portrays our responsiveness towards the needs and welfare of our international 

students.  

 

23. The I-Card is an identification card for international student which contains student 

information such as student name, date of birth, passport number, information 

institutions, international student pass expiry date and photo. This I-Card will be issued 

by the Immigration Department of Malaysia through the One-Stop Center EMGS with 

effect from July 1, 2014 for the purpose of new international students pass applications 

for entry and the renewal of pass application. This card will be used as a valid travel 

document for international students in Peninsular Malaysia.  

 

24. With the spirit to attract more international students to study in Malaysia, the tasks 

and responsibilities to ensure that the students are of high quality and ‘genuine’ remains 



a great challenge to us as a nation.  

 

25. I am aware of the hard work that had been placed by all various ministries and 

industries in supporting our national agenda to be the preferred destinations for 

international students to pursue their education and positioning the nation as a global 

player and I would like to continue seeing the support and commitment. The effort 

towards building a better nation is a continuous struggle, a struggle that is based on the 

realization that it is an innate, compulsory task of each and every citizen to strive for the 

betterment of this blessed land we call home.  

 

26. Once again, I thank the Ministry of Home Affairs, Ministry of Education and 

Education Malaysia Global Services for organizing this important event.  

27. On that note, ladies and gentlemen, it is my pleasure to officially launch the 

International Student Card, I-Card.  

 

Thank you!  

 

Wabillahitaufik Walhidayah Wassalamualaikum Warahmatullahi Wabarakatuh. 
 

 


