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PM Pas' interpretation of Islamc laws is wong

Abdul Razak Ahmed

LANGKAW, Mon. - The Kelantan Governnent's nove to rectify the n stake
contained in the State's Syariah Il Crimnal Code - which gave the

i mpression that a nman could sodonise his wife - proves that Pas'
interpretation of Islamic laws is wong, Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad
sai d today.

The Prine Mnister said there would not have been any nistake in the
laws Pas was inplementing if they were in line with the teachings of
Islam as "God's |laws are perfect”.

Dr Mahathir said Pas' aimto introduce hudud in the country was thus a
purely political move that had nothing to do with Islam

"This is what | have been saying, if it is really hudud (which the Pas
State Government is trying to inplenent), then there shouldn't be any need
to rectify (any m stake), because the laws of Allah cannot be rectified.

"This is actually just their (Pas') interpretation and because of that
(the mstake), it is now found their interpretation is wong," he said at
the Langkawi International Airport before his departure for Kuala Lunpur.
Dr Mahathir, acconpanied by Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mhd Ali, arrived
here yesterday for an overnight working visit.

Dr Mahathir was responding to a comment nade recently by Kel antan
Menteri Besar Datuk Nik Abdul Aziz Nik Mat, who said the State would
rectify the m stake.

This follows a revelation by Kelantan Umo |iaison conmittee deputy
chairman Zaid I brahim who clainmed that Terengganu's Syariah Crim nal
O fences Enactnent (Hudud and Q sas) and Kelantan's Syariah Il Crimnal
Code gave the inpression that a man could sodomi se his wife.

Zaid said the two identical Bills, when translated, read: "Sodony is an
of fence that is defined as intercourse between a nman and another man or
between a man and a wonan other than his own wife that is conducted
outside the course of nature which is through the anus."

Dr Mahathir said it was stated in the Quran that the inplenentation of
puni shrent under |slam nust be done in a just nmanner.

"But this (what Pas is doing) is not fair. It is clear, and we have
expl ai ned how (under Pas' interpretation) those who are raped are punished
whil e those who rape are not.

How can that be just, that is not Islamc."

Dr Mahathir said any nethod or form of punishnent nust be just if it is
to be in line with Islam

"I'f it is not (just), then it is not Islamic. If (punishments) oppress
worren and such, then it is not Islanmic.”

Asked whet her the mistake was causing non-Mislins to obtain a
m srepresentation of the religion, Dr Mihathir said:

"Yes, and they (Pas) now want to rectify the m stake due to politics.
This is not about Islam but about politics; Pas party politics.”

Dr Mahathir said Pas was ainmng to obtain votes from Muslins by telling
them that hudud woul d be inpl enmented, but told non-Mislinms they woul d not
do it because they wanted the non-Mislim vote as well.

"This is trickery, nmajor trickery which should not be com ng from people
who are supposedly using Islamas a notivation."

On the lessons fromthe episode that Pas supporters should take heed of,
Dr Mahathir said the problem was that Pas supporters had al ready shut
t hensel ves of f to anyone else apart fromtheir party and | eaders.



He described them as people who had become so obsessed with their
| eaders and their party that they were willing to commit wongs which were
agai nst |slam
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