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{bout the book
Why | have written this
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of Government

THIS LITTLE BOOK IS A PERSONAL STATEMENT OF MY
political beliefs, and a summary of the econom-
ic and social policies I would carry out as
President of the Philippines. I wrote it because I
believe the Filipino electorate has the right to
demand from those who seek its mandate
unequivocal declarations of what they stand for,
and what the nation might expect from their
leadership.

Over these years, I have come to know — at
firsthand and up close — the multitude of
problems that government must face at every
turn. I know from experience what programs
will work and what will not. Above all, I am
proud to have been part of President Ramos’s
team, which has brought the Philippines into
the mainstream of East Asian development.

I see the task of the next government as com-
bining continuity and innovation. It must com-
plete the job of getting government off people’s
backs. But the work does not stop there.
Economic reform is only part of the larger, wider
process of modernization, which also involves a
reform of the State, to broaden its political capa-
bility and the creation of much more active
mechanisms for the wider participation of ordi-
nary people in making the political decisions
that affect their lives.

Our task in the largest sense is to trans-
form not just the face but the spirit of our
country. And in the end, the key to effective
governance is civic responsibility. Government
cannot do the job alone. Every citizen must do
his part. We Filipinos must always remember
that society is not just an aggregation of indi-
viduals or families. Society is a community, of
which you and I and all of us are part.

From the Introduction
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