“Sarawak
" Historical Events”
-‘;;j‘ 1946-1960

i—\Complled By HO AH CHQN_ !_,éi’ 3 H
3 | | ipak FRIUL LS (111

-~ l' .' “', ,. nvv'wﬁ’
2 g e R
8 "*- u :

ek :
‘A‘ t{ 'Ju aa
Sy - \
',,..'.‘ . .;L“. - ik
P SN o SR i & B %

4

i
-t

pEk pnin"s
pRLEeRas







“Sarawak
Historical Events®’
1946-1960

— Compiled By HO AH CHON —

@f In it Tulis b

PUSTAKA
NEGERI PUSTAKA NEGERI SARAWAK
SARAWAK SARAWAK STATE LIBRARY



Copyright Ho Ah Chon

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be
reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means
electronic or mechanical, including photocopy, recording
or any information storage and retrieval system, without
prior permission in writing from the author.

Printed in Kuching by See Hua Daily News Bhd.




Preface

As far as 1952 was concerned, it was an eventful year in the history of
Sarawak, unquestionably the most eventful since the cession of the territory to
the crown.

One of the last honours bestowed by His Late Majesty King George XI
before his death was the conferment of knighthood upon His Excellency the
Governor, an honour which was received with pride and satisfaction by people
throughout Sarawak. His Excellency was absent from the country on furlough
for five months in the middle of the year and during that period the Chief
Secretary, Mr. R.G. Aikman, was Officer Administering the Government.

Probably the most important event of the year—at any rate to the citizens of
Kuching and Sibu— was the visit in October of Her Royal Highness the Duchess
of Kent, accompanied by her son the Duke of Kent. This was the first visit of a
member of the Royal family to Sarawak. Her Royal Highness arrived in Kuching
on the 14th of October from Singapore and with three day’s stay she attended
many a interesting functions. The Duchess spent most of Thursday, 16th Octo-
ber, at Sibu, flying to and from that town in the Sunderland flying boat which had
brought her to Sarawak. The Duchess was welcomed both in Sibu and in
Kuching with wholehearted and sincere demonstration of affection and loyalty,
and the drive through the brilliantly decorated streets of these towns was a most
moving experience for all those who took partinit.In the words of His Excellency
the Governor, Her Royal Highness left behind Sarawak a gay and happy mem-
ory and a great example of unselfish public service which we will always
remember and treasure.”

1953 was in Sarawak, most emphatically Coronation Year; a number of
other important events occurred but none of these are likely to be as wellre-
membered as the joyful and spontaneous manifestations loyalty throughout the
whole country on the occasion of Her Majesty’s Coronation. In addition to the
services held in churches of all denominations, there were celebrations in towns
and villages everywhere, regattas, processions, sports, dancing, dinners and
presentations of addresses and sentiments of loyalty to Her Majesty from all
classes and races of the community. Some of the gatherings to celebrate the
Coronation are shown in photographs in this issue; special mention of any
particular event is, perhaps, invidious but those who saw them will long remem-
ber the decorations and the great evening procession in Kuching.
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