The Sarawakiana Series - Culture & Heritage |
Sarawak Penan Culture

PEOPLE OF THE FOREST:
THE PENAN



9 A e L.

znl{‘;zf/émenlé /rom

:PUSTAKA
NEGERI PUSTAKA NEGERI SARAWAK
SARAWAK SARAWAK STATE LIBRARY




The Sarawakiana Series — Culture & Heritage

SARAWAK PENAN CULTURE

People of the Forest:
The Penan

Bibi Aminah Abdul Ghani, Terry Justin Dit
& Mawi Taip

Pustaka Negeri Sarawak
Kuching

%

W

PUSTAKA
NEGERI
SARAWAK

2009

: Pustaka Negeri Sarawak



2009© Pustaka Negeri Sarawak

Published by Pustaka Negeri Sarawak,
Jalan Pustaka, Petra Jaya,
93502 Kuching, Sarawak, Malaysia.

All Rights Reserved

No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any form
or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise, without the prior
written permission of Pustaka Negeri Sarawak.

Perpustakaan Negara Malaysia Cataloguing-in-Publication Data

Bibi Aminah Abdul Ghani

Sarawak Penan Culture : people of the forest : The Penan /Bibi
Aminah Abdul Ghani, Terry Justin Dit & Mawi Taip.

(The Sarawakiana series - culture & heritage)

ISBN 978-983-9205-32-9 (pbk)

1. Penan (Bornean people)--Sarawak. 2. Indigenous peoples--Sarawak.
I. Terry Justin Dit. II. Mawi Taip. II1. Titile. I'V. Series.
305.89920052922

Pustaka Negeri Sarawak



About the authors

Born in Miri, Sarawak, Bibi Aminah has been with Curtin University of
Technology Sarawak Campus since 1999. She obtained her Bachelor of Arts,
majoring in Education and Linguistics, from Macalester College in St. Paul
Minnesota, USA and later received a Master in Teaching English as a Second
Language at Georgetown University, USA. She also holds a Graduate
Certificate in Tertiary Teaching from Curtin University, Western Australia. She
got her Certificate in Training from PSMB. She is currently undertaking a PhD
in ethno-linguistic with the Institute of Malay Studies (ATMA) at University

P -

Bibi Aminah Abdul Ghani :
MA, BA, GCTT, CIT Kebangsaan Malaysia.

Born in Sri Aman but raised in Miri, Terry Justin has been with Curtin
University of Technology, Sarawak Campus since 2006. He obtained his
Bachelor of Social Sciences majoring in Political Science and History,
Postgraduate Diploma in Defence and Strategic Studies, and Masters and
Master of Philosophy from the University of Waikato, New Zealand. He has
written theses on British Counter-Insurgency Tactics and Maritime Piracy.

Terry Justin Dit
MPhil, MA,

Post Grad. Dip. DSS,
BSoc. Sc

Mawi Taip obtained his Bachelor of Mass Communication (Journalism) from
Universiti Teknologi Mara. He also holds a Master of Science (Corporate
Communication) from Universiti Putra Malaysia. He has previously worked as
Public Affairs Officer at the Sarawak Land Consolidation and Rehabilitation
Authority. For 15 years, Mawi worked as a journalist with the Sarawak Press
Group and Malaysia National News Agency (Bernama). His professional
experience in journalism includes the coverage of various international events
such as the ASEAN Summit, NAM Summit, OIC Summit and the
Commonwealth Games. Prior to joining Curtin University of Technology,
Mawi was the Sarawak Bureau Chief for Bernama.

Mawi Taip
MSe, BMass Comm.

Pustaka Negeri Sarawak




This project has been completed under the Curtin Consultancy Services ( Malaysia) Sdn. Bhd.

Incorporated in Malaysia in 2002 under the Companies Act 1965, Curtin Consultancy Services
(Malaysia) Sdn. Bhd. is the commercial arm of Curtin University of Technology, Sarawak Campus,

Malaysia.

Curtin Consultancy Services (Malaysia) Sdn. Bhd. is optimally positioned to offer a wide range of
consultancy services, which can be grouped into three categories:

» Training, professional and continuing education
* Research and development
* Advisory and other services

CCS(M) draws on the expertise of the academic staff of Curtin University of Technology, both from
the Miri Campus in Sarawak and the Bentley Campus in Western Australia, as well as from an expert
group of external consultants.

Pustaka Negeri Sarawak



Contents

Introduction 1
Identification: Penan or Punan? 4
Main Penan Settlements 6
Long Latei’ 7
Ba’ Puak 10
Long Kevok 13
Long Keluan 15
Ba’ Abang 20
Long Beku/ Long Lewe’ 22
Ba’ Data Bila 31
Arts and Crafts 33
Religion 36
Marriage 37
Ethnobotanical Knowledge 37
Musical Instruments and Songs 41
Conclusion 43
Notes A4
Glossary 45
Bibliography 47

Pustaka Negeri Sarawak




Acknowledgements

The researchers are grateful to the following people who have contributed to the project development and

completion:
Curtin:

Long Bedian:
Long Latei’:
Ba’ Puak:

Long Kevok:

Long San:

Long Keluan:

Ba’ Abang:

Sopia Reggie, Felicitas Erin Usup, Shamsul Anuar Mohd Hussein, Khairul Anwar Sajali
Richard Jau (driver), Adam Ding (driver), Wan Ngau (KK Long Bedian)

Jangin (KK Long Latei’)

Emang Moyong, Araw

Mdm. Yiam (wife of KK Lg. Kevok-Seman Ngang), Miriam, Ayub Geng (Chairman, Lg.
Kevok JKKK)

Penghulu Paul Kallang, Ah Hu (driver), Philip (driver), Roger Usak (porter), Pilat Jalong
(porter)

Jagai Asat (KK Lg. Keluan), Merinting Saran, Kuleh Amat, Lasen Kuling, Tamen
Lejau@Labong

Masmut Barah

Long Beku/Lewe’: Rimau Abo (KK Lg. Beku/Lewe’), Angit Jalong, Ngang Avun (longboat driver), Sing

Irang, Luwat Lejau, Mathew Usat, Irang Baya, John Avon, Beran Sinan Tawang (porter),
Uket Achat (porter)

Ba’ Data Bila: Sedin Laeng (KK Ba’ Data Bila), Payong Yek (wife of KK Ba’ Data Bila), Daud Sedin,

Nelson Ding, Busak Seluang, Belawan Sehang, Abai Sehang, Aleng Sedin

Video & Multimedia Production: Peter Jamba Ental

Research Assistant and Translator: Eileen Foong

Graphic Design and Multimedia Production: Norajiki Awang Jalil

Pustaka Negeri Sarawak



Three-peaked Batu Siman (above) :
Uket and Beran headzng home after setting up the trap.

A young mother with her baby in Ba Pudk
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Introduction

The Penan are included in the politically
coined term Orang Ulu. The Orang Ulu is a
complex cluster which includes about 27
indigenous minority groups in Sarawak (Ding
Seling and Langub, 1989, p19). The term Orang
Ulu literally translates as “people of the upper
river’. The Penan are a gentle people with a
highly egalitarian society with little gender
division amongst them. Whilst tribes like the
Kayan and Kenyah have long settled, the Penan
are divided into two groups. One group continues
to find solace in their nomadic way of life.
However an increasing number of Penan are
shifting to semi-nomadism or even to a settled
existence. Many live within or at the edges of the
jungle and take advantage of the jungle as their

source of food, shelter and domestic materials.

Traditionally, the Penan have led a

nomadic way of life. Their settlements consisted of

huts or sulap, made out of wooden poles and An elderly Penan male with his

; _ : 7 0ol
roofed with palm leaves which were once readily hunting gear, Long Latet
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