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“Lee’s anthology of essays may not completely demystify, but certainly
illuminate contemporary Malaysian culture, society and politics. Here,
Malaysia’s depths are plumbed and ironies uncovered by a notable and
notably international and perspicacious assembly of writers. The essays
are engaging and are accompanied by contrapuntal jewels among the
commentaries.”

E. Douglas Lews
Anthropologist, The University of Melbourne

“What passes for Malaysian politics is unfortunately a combination of
oft-repeated half-truths (which, because partly true, tends to be believed),
facilitated by both the mainstream media and the so-called alternative press
of the Internet. Contained in this volume are careful observations and
informed opinions of the country, many by scholars and researchers trained
to be impartial, that cast another light on the burning issues of our time.”

Fason Tan
Edito, Off The Edge magazine
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Introduction

There is so much to like about Malaysia and Malaysians. Visitors often
remark on the balmy weather, which permits long evenings spent outside
at food stalls, eating what is quite possibly the region’s tastiest food and
drinking himau ais (iced lime drink), kopi-o (coffee without milk) or the famous
teh tarik (tea made with condensed milk). And there is also an easy and
often playful camaraderie amongst friends and acquaintances who may
come from any number of ethnic communities. Indeed, the array of ethnic
groups to be found in Malaysia means that the tourism slogan, Malaysia,
Truly Asia, is not entirely vacuous.

Much of what visitors are charmed by, and what many Malaysians get
homesick for when they are overseas, are the smaller aspects of social and
cultural life. From the frequent use of the word lah, to the jocular mocking
of Malaysia’s obsession with often quirky world records, much of what
is endearing in Malaysian life is often taken for granted by Malaysians
themselves. And similarly, when social scientists come to study and describe
Malaysia, such aspects are often ignored.

There is, however, one social science that makes a specialty of
interrogating the minutiae of everyday life—anthropology. Anthropos
being Greek for human being, anthropology is the study of humankind.
However, it is more commonly described as the study of culture. In the past,
anthropologists tended to study small-scale societies outside of their home
countries. Nowadays, anthropologists often study communities in urban
areas and large cities. But what continues to be the principal demarcation
of anthropology from other social sciences such as its cousin, sociology, is
the research method of participant-observation.

In short, participant-observation involves prolonged periods of
immersion in the day-to-day lives of the community of interest. During
this time, the anthropologist simultaneously observes and participates in
the community’s activities. It can be very challenging at a personal level for
the anthropologist for he/she is often separated from his/her family and
friends for long periods and has to spend painful hours learning skills that

PER
8 LEADER

DANA
DERSHIP




	0001.bmp
	0002.bmp
	0003.bmp
	0004.bmp
	0005.bmp
	0006.bmp
	0007.bmp
	0008.bmp
	0009.bmp
	0010.bmp
	0011.bmp
	0012.bmp
	0013.bmp
	0014.bmp
	0015.bmp
	0016.bmp
	0017.bmp
	0018.bmp
	0019.bmp
	0020.bmp
	0021.bmp
	0022.bmp
	0023.bmp
	0024.bmp
	0025.bmp
	0026.bmp
	0027.bmp
	0028.bmp
	0029.bmp
	0030.bmp
	0031.bmp
	0032.bmp
	0033.bmp
	0034.bmp
	0035.bmp
	0036.bmp
	0037.bmp
	0038.bmp
	0039.bmp
	0040.bmp
	0041.bmp
	0042.bmp
	0043.bmp
	0044.bmp
	0045.bmp
	0046.bmp
	0047.bmp
	0048.bmp
	0049.bmp
	0050.bmp
	0051.bmp
	0052.bmp
	0053.bmp
	0054.bmp
	0055.bmp
	0056.bmp
	0057.bmp
	0058.bmp
	0059.bmp
	0060.bmp
	0061.bmp
	0062.bmp
	0063.bmp
	0064.bmp
	0065.bmp
	0066.bmp
	0067.bmp
	0068.bmp
	0069.bmp
	0070.bmp
	0071.bmp
	0072.bmp
	0073.bmp
	0074.bmp
	0075.bmp
	0076.bmp
	0077.bmp
	0078.bmp
	0079.bmp
	0080.bmp
	0081.bmp
	0082.bmp
	0083.bmp
	0084.bmp
	0085.bmp
	0086.bmp
	0087.bmp
	0088.bmp
	0089.bmp
	0090.bmp
	0091.bmp
	0092.bmp
	0093.bmp
	0094.bmp
	0095.bmp
	0096.bmp
	0097.bmp
	0098.bmp
	0099.bmp
	0100.bmp
	0101.bmp
	0102.bmp
	0103.bmp
	0104.bmp
	0105.bmp
	0106.bmp
	0107.bmp
	0108.bmp
	0109.bmp
	0110.bmp
	0111.bmp
	0112.bmp
	0113.bmp
	0114.bmp
	0115.bmp
	0116.bmp
	0117.bmp
	0118.bmp
	0119.bmp
	0120.bmp
	0121.bmp
	0122.bmp
	0123.bmp
	0124.bmp
	0125.bmp
	0126.bmp
	0127.bmp
	0128.bmp
	0129.bmp
	0130.bmp
	0131.bmp
	0132.bmp
	0133.bmp
	0134.bmp
	0135.bmp
	0136.bmp
	0137.bmp
	0138.bmp
	0139.bmp
	0140.bmp
	0141.bmp
	0142.bmp
	0143.bmp
	0144.bmp
	0145.bmp
	0146.bmp
	0147.bmp
	0148.bmp
	0149.bmp
	0150.bmp
	0151.bmp
	0152.bmp
	0153.bmp
	0154.bmp
	0155.bmp
	0156.bmp
	0157.bmp
	0158.bmp
	0159.bmp
	0160.bmp
	0161.bmp
	0162.bmp
	0163.bmp
	0164.bmp
	0165.bmp
	0166.bmp
	0167.bmp
	0168.bmp
	0169.bmp
	0170.bmp
	0171.bmp
	0172.bmp
	0173.bmp
	0174.bmp
	0175.bmp
	0176.bmp
	0177.bmp
	0178.bmp
	0179.bmp
	0180.bmp
	0181.bmp
	0182.bmp
	0183.bmp
	0184.bmp
	0185.bmp
	0186.bmp
	0187.bmp
	0188.bmp
	0189.bmp
	0190.bmp
	0191.bmp
	0192.bmp
	0193.bmp
	0194.bmp
	0195.bmp
	0196.bmp



