TUNKU ABDUL AZIZ

SOMEONE

SAY IT...

PERDANA
LEADERSHIP
FOUNDATION
YAYASAN
KEPIMPINAN
PERDANA



TUNKU ABDUL AZIZ

He is best known for his robust advocacy against
corruption not only in Malaysia, but also globally.
He was for some years a vice-chairman of the
Board of Transparency International. In Malaysia
he led a group of like-minded individuals to set
up Transparency International Malaysia at a most
difficult time - when Dr. Mahathir, well known for

his ambivalence towards corruption in public life,

was prime minister. Tunku Aziz believes that
where ethical standards are in place, corrupt
behaviour can be checked.

As a measure of his standing in the international
anti-corruption community, he was appointed in
2006 as Special Adviser to the UN Secretary
General, and in that capacity established the
United Nations Ethics office in New York, putting
in train the whistle blower protection
programme and the declaration of interests
(assets) programme involving some two thou-
sand top officials around the world as a first step.

He keeps to a hectic schedule writing a weekly
column for Sin Chew News and an occasional
piece for the Malaysian Insider. He travels over-
seas a great deal speaking on corruption and
good governance issues.
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This book is dedicated to all,
who aspire to a new Malaysia.
I also dedicate, with much love,
this book to my daughters,
Helena, Zelena and Amelia.




PERDANA
LEADERSHIP
FOUNDATION
YAYASAN
KEPIMPINAN
PERDANA



SOMEONE HAD TO SAY IT... 14

Contents

Foreword vii
Introduction : Why I had to say it ix
Universities must redefine their roles 1
It's good so far, let's work for better 6
Man does not live by bread alone 10
MACC: Old wine in a new bottle 14
Pak Lah’s Legacy 18
Baggage too heavy for our new PM 22
Consistency of Purpose, Duty and Responsibility 25
Hobson’s choice and scraping the barrel 28
In His Majesty we trust 31
MACC: Chucking out the wine and the bottle 34
Umno: Buffetted by winds of change 39
Do Mahathir a favour: Ignore him 42
Principled governance the only way forward for Najib 45
The BN government has lost all its moral capital 48
An untalented team lacking integrity 51
Rulers must not lord over us 54
1Malaysia: A cruel joke? 57
1Malaysia: A blurred vision 60
Najib must clear his own mess 63
Cash for honours — A Malaysian Dilemma 66
Do the honourable thing, Najib 69

I felt a deep sense of betrayal 72

PERDANA
EADERSHIP




VI TUNKU ABDUL AZIZ

Education and the future of Malaysia 76
PDRM: A tale of the tail wagging the dog 79
Corruption and competitiveness cannot co-exist 83
Najib must deal with corruption 87
Unity government: A case of mid-summer madness 91
Lee Kuan Yew keeps corruption at bay 95
Procurement: A call for transparency 99
Integrity: What option for Malaysia? 104
Nazri: An unrepentant boor 107
Teoh takes MACC with him 111
Have the Police lost public trust? 114
Demonstrations: A fundamental right of citizens 117
You do not operate in a vacuum 122
Time to deliver, Mr Prime Minister 126
The art of blaming thy neighbours 129
I thought the Talibans were in town 132
Indonesia: We are not your whipping boy 135
Vision for a Malaysian Malaysia 138
Living in the shadow of Najib’s 1Malaysia 141
Najib does not disappoint 145
BED. de Speville: The Corruption Fighting Icon 149
1Malaysia: A victim of mental fatigue 152
Is the Opposition wasting a historic opportunity? 155
A New Role for Sabah and Sarawak 158
Malaysia, no pass marks in the corruption index 161
Our failed migrant labour policy 165
IMALAYSIA: Najib’s Camelot? 168

Sarawak by-election: Old habits die hard 172




SOMEONE HAD TO SAY IT...

FOREWORD

Having contributed a foreword to Tunku’s earlier book of
his published writings, I would have thought that I would have
been let off the hook, but again my weak resistance was eroded
by his persuausive desperation for a piece by an innocuous
bystander in the powerplay of socio-politics, governance and
the lack of fairplay - and incompetence in administration. The
current volume of 38 essays cover a wide range of concerns, all
addressed by the author’s inimitable turn of language and sharp
commentary towards putting things right in our country..

My previous foreword had characterised Tunku’s critical
stances, but this time round I may have to delve into the changes
in perceptions that may have arisen from his recent status as an
appointed Senator, as most of the pieces were written after his
elevation. The essays continue to tackle issues in his special
style, perhaps usually subtle enough to escape the total anger or
rancour of his targets. His views however continue to need further
fortification and amplification as many matters have yet to be put
right. He has already received positive response from readers,
but much of his constructive critiques remain to be understood

or accepted.

It may be suggested that Tunku would now be in the
position to carry his views and reformist precepts into the
august upper house, where his presence and concerns could be
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———— Vit TUNKU ABDUL AZIZ

presented formally to bring about changes and improvements
in governance and judiciary practices - Especially where all
political souls appear to support freedom from corruption
etc. The Senate is surely constitutionally charged with the noble
task of attaining good governance, and the appointment of fresh
personages of sterling conscience will be significant in making
the Senate more effective in seeing to the checks and balances,
hopefully above partisan politics.

Knowing Tunku, and notwithstanding his political affiliation
and duties, I would observe that in his essays he appears to
remain quite independent, holding on to personal convictions -
towards statesmanship in national affairs, appropnate indeed for
a Senator. In the main the priniciples he upholds would seem to
be quite universal - except to opportunists and unthinking card-
carriers.

I suspect that few would read forewords anyway so as
to plunge directly into the compilation of essays with such
tantalising titles, which will make their own case and impact -
and even rile where relevant. Hopefully the latest book will find

its way to many bedsides - as cure for insomnia or to contribute
to it.

Penang, May 2010

Datuk Seri Lim Chong Keat
Quatercentenary Visiting Fellow (1995),
Emmanuel College, Cambridge.
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