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Foreword
by Professor Sir Michael Howard, OM, MC

Once upon a time there was a great nation that, after
wwenty-five years of conflict, emerged supreme over all its
adversaries and prided itself on being the only global super-
power. But its tranquillity was disturbed by a group of
bloody-minded radicals in a remote corner of the world
who resented its hegemony, denied the legitimacy of its
rule, and rose in rebellion. The government believed that
these trouble-makers could be easily dealt with by firm
military action, and set out to do so.

Unfortunately, as Michael Rose points out in this ac-
count of the conflict, the government in question ‘failed to
develop a sufficiendy coherent military strategy or even
commit sufficient resources to winning the campaign’. Its
ministers attempted, from a distance of 3,000 miles, to
direct operations in a country, as a contemporary put it, ‘of
which they have so little knowledge as not to be able to
distinguish between good and bad and interested advice’.
They sent out too few troops in the first place and denied
their generals’ repeated requests to send out more. Such
forces as they did send easily defeated the rebel forces in the
open field, after which their commanders established them-
selves in comfortable headquarters to maintain the lifestyle
to which they were accustomed at home, seldom venturing
out to sec what was happening in the field. Their troops,
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