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On the Occasion of the 20th Anniversary of the TATSS Forum

Yasuhei OGUCHI
Chairman of IATSS
Chairman of IATSS Forum Executive Committee

The IATSS Forum opened in 1985 with a mission to invite young professionals
from Southeast Asian countries to Japan to study Japan’s culture, economy, industry and
process of modernization under the slogan, “Thinking and Learning Together,” thereby
supporting and nurturing human resources in a range of fields that could contribute to the
future development of Southeast Asia. Thanks to the generous support of those involved
over the last twenty years, as many as 663 participants have completed the course and

returned to their home countries.

In the course of each Forum, [ATSS Forum participants learn about Japan’s mod-
ern history, science and technology, industrial and economic systems, social structure,
government, education and culture, and further enhance their understanding through site
visits and study tours. In addition, they deepen mutual understanding through personal
interaction with the local people. Their experience culminates in a group research activity
derived from the subjects they study. While recognizing the need to temper expectations, I
do hope the knowledge participants acquire during the IATSS Forum experience will be
further cultivated in their home countries in Southeast Asia.

Looking back over the past twenty years, times have changed drastically. When the
IATSS Forum began, Japan’s role seemed quite clear, as symbolized by the slogan, “Look
East.” But today, considering trends in the economic development of Asian countries, I

believe the time has come to steer a course toward a new set of principles and objectives.

The seminar syllabus, for example, will emphasize an interdisciplinary approach to
automobile traffic and safety — IATSS’s field of expertise — and the program will be restruc-
tured to focus on the significance and effectiveness of its content. Efforts will also be
undertaken to enhance the IATSS Forum brand. This is a grand design to be played out
over the coming decade. The challenge that lies before us is to undertake prudent yet bold
initiatives that build on our history and accomplishments to improve for the future.

In closing, on occasion of the 20th anniversary of the IATSS Forum I wish to
extend my deepest thanks to all who have offered their support and to ask sincerely for

their continued guidance and cooperation.
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