B THE FOXANDETHE PARADOX




i
L

i

PERDANMA
LEADERSHIP
FOLNDATION
FAYASAN
KEPIMPINAN
PERDANA



Iran, the Green Movement and the USA

The Fox and the Paradox

HAMID DABASHI

@

Zed Books
LONDON & NEW YORK
PUSTAKA PERDANA
PERDANA
LEADERSHIP
FOLMNDATION
1 008890 E E-i" .‘-;iF'IH AN
P E DaAMA




Iran, the Green Movement and the USA: The Fox and the Paredox was first published
in 2010 by Zed Books Ltd, 7 Cynthia Street, London N1 9JF, UK
and Room 400, 175 Fifth Avenue, New York, NY 10010, USA

www.zedbooks.co.uk
Copyright © Hamid Dabashi 2010

The right of Hamid Dabashi to be identified as the author
of this work has been asserted by him in accordance with
the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act, 1988

Designed and typeset in Monotype Joanna
by illuminati, Grosmont

FSC Index by John Barker

T Cover design by www.alice-marwick.co.uk
i Printed and bound in in Great Britain

by CPI Antony Rowe, Chippenham and Eastbourne

FSC* C013604

Distributed in the USA exclusively by Palgrave Macmillan, a division of
St Martin’s Press, LLC, 175 Fifth Avenue, New York, NY 10010, USA

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be
reproduced, stored in a retrieval system or transmitted in any
form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying or
otherwise, without the prior permission of Zed Books Ltd.

A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library
Library of Congress Cataloging in Publication Data available

ISBN 978 1 84813 815 5 hb
ISBN 978 1 84813 816 2 pb

ISBN 978 1 84813 818 6 eb PERDANA
LEADERSHIP

FOLUMND,

MPIN &N



Contents

Acknowledgments vi
PROLOGUE A Parable 2
ONE The Paradox 7
TWO Jammed in a Jungle and Nowhere to Go 17
THREE The Fox in the Hen House 42
FOUR It’s a Jungle Out There 62
FIVE  Outfoxing the Wily Fox 8¢
six Paradox Redux 112
SEVEN The Fox in the Box 140
EIGHT Retrieval of a Cosmopolitan Culture 173
CONCLUSION  People and Their Parables 212
Notes 218
Index 233

PERDAMA

LEADERSHIP

FOLUNDATION
YAYASAN
1 MPIMAN




Acknowledgments

I AM GRATEFUL to three anonymous readers who recommended
the publication of my book to Zed and gave me caring guidance
to develop my initial ideas in more accessible and timely form.
To my editor at Zed, Tamsine O’Riordan, I owe a special note of
gratitude for her diligence in seeing this book through publication.
I am also indebted to illuminati for their excellent typesetting
and editorial skills during the final stages of production. I thank
Mina Khanlarzadeh for reading carefully through the final proofs
fishing for typos and other infelicities. I am equally grateful to
‘Termeh’ (the pseudonym of an Iranian poet, painter, and civil
rights activist) for allowing her powerful and endearing illustra-
tions to accompany my text in this book. Termeh’s tireless work
has emerged as perhaps the most compelling visual register of
the Green Movement in Iran. I have followed her work closely
and consider it the visual memory of a civil rights movern, it
that has given birth to her powerful and memorable art. Termeh
was a young Tehran-based poet and artist long before the com-
mencement of the Green Movement in June 2009. But something
PERDANA
LEADERSHIP
FOUNDATION
YAYASAN

EEPIMPINAM
ERDAMA




ACKNOWLEDGMENTS vii

happened between her relentless creative urges and the occasion
of that momentous uprising that opened in her creative soul an
entire gallery of loving visual tableaux that have best captured the
urban disposition of a civil rights movement in which she is a
participant observer. She represents an entire generation of young
Iranian artists whose magnificent work the world at large is yet
to discover. I feel privileged to have discovered their work on the
ground zero of a seismic change in the habitual politics of despair
they are determined to change. On her Facebook page Termeh has
written a poem, ‘Without a Vista of Oneself,’ in which she says
(my translation):

My name is Termeh/Paisley and the name of all I paint —

The Termeh that is everywhere, has been everywhere, for as
long as I remember:

Under the New Year ceremonial objects, over the dead people’s
corpse. ..

Termeh is my story

From here, from this elongated memory, from the days

When I have feared...

With all the sorrow and the ecstasy of what has happened

I was born to tell.

This book is dedicated to this generation of visionary recitals
(of facts, fictions, and vistas of a whole new march to liberty)
and of storytellers bent on putting a different spin on their own
destiny. PERDANA
LEADERSHIP
FOUNDATION
A5 AN

MPIN &N
D oA MNOA




In loving memory of
Neda Agha Soltan, Kianoush Asa, Sohrab A’rabi,
Somayyeh Jafargholi, Amir Javadifar, Mohsen Ruhol-amini...
and countless other young men and women
cold-bloodedly murdered by the officials of the Islamic Republic

— may their untimely and cruel deaths not be in vain!

PERDAMNA
LEADERSHIP
FOUNDATION
YAYASAN




" =) | ( iﬂ‘l%
1 i a3 e N ‘“ l I,/Xr
LT Conio) f bl {8 "
2 f G 3, Jrow” 2L dg:g%fﬁ -
W kA @Y ' o2 zq_qo‘;j U/n;

R vy YN ~

ERDAMA
LEADERSHIP
FOUNDATION
YAYASAN
EEPIMPIN &AM
PERDAMNA



PROLOGUE

A Parable

ONCE UPON A TIME, and what a wondrous and strange time it

was, in a faraway jungle there was a Lion under whose majestic

shadow and extended benevolence a shrewd and enterprising

Fox was making quite a lucrative living. For years the Lion and

the Fox had quite a cozy arrangement. The Lion hunted down

and feasted on large and small prey, and whatever was left

of his meals was more than sufficient for a luxurious leftover

for the weak but wily Fox living off his might and majesty.

In exchange for that sumptuous meal, the Fox would periodi-

cally sing the praise or else mark the authorial deficiencies of

the Lion (in an ever more conniving language of course) just

enough to keep the egomaniacal vanity of the Lion King on the

sharp edge of his hunting prowess. After a long and prosperops

life, old age and frailty finally overcame the Lion King and he

eventually lost the physical force and agile facility with which

he used to hunt his prey, and he was soon afflicted (and was

thus clinically diagnosed) with a common balding disease and

lost much of his mass of magisterial hair. The old Fox waff},ﬂf?«-ﬁﬁ»
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