Scandals
Sabah Politics
Elections and Politics

Fighting Corruption

Ensuring Integrity
OSA Controversy

Human Rights

A CPERDANA
LEADERSHIP
FOLUNDATION

TAYASAN
EEPIMPINAN
vy, PERDA& MNA



L4

it
L

\

FERDANA
LEADERSHIP
FOUNDATION
YAYASAN
KEPIMPINAN
PERDAMNA



ISSUES OF THE
MAHATHIR YEARS

PUSTAKA PERDANA

RN

1005658



1)

Published by:

ALIRAN

No 6 Jalan Pantai Jerjak 11,

Sungai Nibong, 11950 Bayan Lepas,
Penang.

Postal Address:

P.0.Box 1049,

10830 Penang.

Printed by:

DORONG-UBS SDN. BHD.
90-G, Lorong Perak,

11600 Penang.

PERDAMA
LEADERSHIP

30 q 5 FOUNDATION
* AYASAN

I EEPIMPINAMN
PERDAMA



ISSUES OF THE MAHATHIR YEARS

PREFACE

This compilation consists of press statements, short
essays and summaries of speeches produced by Aliran officials
during the period October 1981 to December 1986 which
roughly coincides with Dr Mahathir Mohamad’s first five
years as Prime Minister. The important matters dealt with
include human rights and democracy, the Official Secrets Act
and financial scandals. Most of the issues raised herein
directly or indirectly involve Dr Mahathir as the protagonist.
Hence the title ‘Issues of the Mahathir Years’. The protagonist
himself has readily acknowledged his dominance of the
national stage throughout this period and after. As Oscar
Wilde once said, ‘To love oneself is the beginning of a lifelong
romance’.

The book is a production of the English Publications
Bureau. V.P. Mohan and Lim Swee Kin helped in the col-
lecting and editing of the materials. The attractive cover
design is the work of Joceline Tan.

We hope that the book succeeds in its purpose of
providing a mirror of a very important period in our history
as @ modern Third World nation, of which the denouement is
now in progress. Readers will have to assess for themselves
the pertinence and the value of the contents.

31st December 1988 Gan Teik Chee
English Publications Bureau

PERDANA
LEADERSHIP

FOUNDATION
YAYASAN
EEPIMPINAMN

PERD A

MA



CONTENTS
Chapter 1— HUMAN RIGHTS AND DEMOCRACY Page

Watan Arrests 1
Quorum and Parliament p)
National Campaign on Human Rights 3
Criticism Is Not A Crime 4
Punishing The Voter 5
An Appeal to the King 7
ISA And ESCAR Hangings 8
Reaction To International Human Rights Group 9
No One Above The Law 11
Merdeka And Compassion 12
The Proposed Amendments To The Societics Act 12
Protest Against Leg Irons 14
Press Ban 15
Consequences of Bernama Monopoly 16
Amendment To Article 150 18
Need For Reforms To Parliamentary Practice 21
Further Press Control 23
Rumours And Information 24
Suspension Of Nadi Insan’s KDN 26
Amendments To The 1976 Legal Profession Act 27
Action Against Student Critics Abroad 29
The Police Raid On The SDP Office 31
Make Parliamentary Bills Public 32
Constitution (Amendment) Bill No. 2 34
Amendments To FINAS Act 35
Warning Against Demonstrations 36
Detention of PAS Youth Leaders 38
Curbs Upon Ceramahs 38
Why Kementerian **Kehakiman™? 41
Liberal Attitude Towards KDN? 41
Democracy And The Civil Law (Amendment) Bill 42
ISA Detainees 44
Universal Human Rights: Need For More Concrete Commitment 16
Permit To Publish In Bahasa Malaysia 48
Public Hearing For Important Bills 50
The Detention of PAS’s Legal Adviser 51
PERDAMA

LEADERSHIP

FOLUNDATION
YAYASAN
KEPIMPINAKN
PERDAMA



The Rights To Citizenship 52

An Appeal To The Pardons Board 53
The Sim Case: Second Appeal From Aliran 54
The Triumph of Multi Ethnic Attitudes 55
Show Compassion 56
Reprieve For Sim Kie Chon 57
Aliran Shocked Dewan Rakyat Adjourned 57
The Baling Incident 58
Proceedings of Law Meet Thought-Provoking 59
The People’s Values And The Freedom Of Information 66
Baling: Call For A Public Inquiry 70
The Lifting Of The Ban On Ceramahs 70
The Memali Tragedy: A Dialogue? 71
Right To Information A Conflict Of Interest 72
How Would People Know? 78
The Memali TV Show 84
Aliran Regrets The Suspension of Mimbar Sosialis 85
Memali Detainees 86
No More Fcho 87
Independence Of The Judiciary And Memali 88
Release Of Memali Detainees 89
The State Of The Malaysian Press 89
Executive Dominance 93
Proposal For A Constitutional Commission 94
The Death Penalty And The Hanging Of Barlow And Chambers 96
The Ban 96
Suspension Of Asian Wall Street Journal And Expulsion Of Its

Journalists 97
The Media Must Be Responsible 98
Publishing Permit For PAS 99
Triumph Of The Rule Of Law 100
Aliran’s Application To Publish In Bahasa Malaysia 101

Chapter 2 THE OFFICIAL SECRETS (OSA)

CONTROVERSY
Amendments To The Official Secrets Act 102
Arrest Under The Official Secrets Act 1463
Another Arrest Under The Official Secrets Act 104
PERDANA
LEADERSHIP

FOLUNDATION
YAYASAN
KEPIMPINAKN
PERDAMA



Official Secrets Act: Mandatory Jail Sentence 105

Why Jail Sentence? 106
Journalists And Ethics 108
OSA Postcards To MPs 109
MPs, Vote With Your Conscience 110
Harassment And Arrest Of Lawyer 111
Step Up In Fight OSA Campaign 112
Another Barisan Party Opposes OSA 114
A-G Should Not Be Excused For His Excuses 115
Dr Chandra’s Comments Are Unjustified 116
Where Were The Academic Associations? 117
Replying To ‘Anti-OSA Academic’ 118
Explain The Motive 120
Bapa Malaysia Opposes OSA 122
Anwar Defends The Indefensible 123
OSA And The National Conscience 125
OSA And Concentration Of Power 127
Communalising OSA 132
OSA: Accountability And Islam 134
No Blank Cheque 138
OSA And The Judiciary 139
OSA: Final Plea 141

Chapter 3 — FIGHTING CORRUPTION, ENSURING

INTEGRITY
Fighting Corruption 144
Land And Corruption 144
Corruption Of Cronyism 146
Minister’s Moral Responsibility 148
Prime Minister’s New Residence 149
Corruption  Customs And Immigration Department 154
Allegations Against Cabinet Ministers 155
Corruption And Public Awareness 155
Singing Leaders And Political Donations 156
Declaration On Corruption 057
Increases In Allowances For State Executive Councillors 158
The Prime Minister’s New Year Message 59
Professionalism And The Anti-Corruption Agency (ACA) i6l

PERDAMNA

LEADERSHIP
FOLUNDATION
YAYASAN
KEPIMPINAKN
PERDAMA



Spend Money Where It’s Really Needed 163

ACA And Professional Expertise: A Reply 167
Casting Aspersions 169
Election Amendments 1986: The Gate To Money Politics 169
No Jurisdiction 171
Respect For Public Property 172
A ‘Clean Politics’ Bill 175
Declaring Assets 176
10 Per Cent Paycut For Ministers And Menteris Besar 176
Unfair Comment 177
MPH’s Missing Millions 178
Using The People’s Money For Share Speculation 180
A Conflict Of Interest 181
Squandering Of Public Funds 182
Declaration Of Assets 183
Buying Shares 184
Pensions And Gratuities For Elected Representatives 185
Mahathir’s ‘Confession’ 186
Improper Award Of Tender 188

Chapter 4 - SCANDALS

Bank Bumiputra And The Public Interest 191
Bank Bumiputra Scandal 192
Bank Bumiputra Scandal: A Commission Of Inquiry 194
Another Call For An Independent Inquiry 195
An Independent Commission Of Inquiry 196
Petronas Taking Over Bank Bumiputra 198
The Sanusi Shocker 199
Debate BMF Loans Scandal In Parliament 200
The BMF Scandal Right And Wrong 201
The BMF Interim Report 205
BMF: The Attorney-General Is Wrong 206
BMF: Prima Facie Case Of Corruption 207
EPF Mismanagement 202
Aliran Endorses Tun Hussein’s Call 209
Make Public BMF Report 210
Aliran Responds To The Barisan Youth 21
The BMF Report: Excuses And Excuses p2ADnnA

FOLUNDATION
YAYASAN
KEPIMPINAKN
PERDAMA



The BMF Report: Make It Public Through Parliament
BMF: Anwar Playing Games

The Courage Of Tan Sri Ahmad Noordin And Chooi Mun Sou
Dr Mahathir’s Response To Tan Sri Ahmad Noordin

The BMF Report: A Final Appeal To The Prime Minister
BMF: The Government’s About-Turn

A Royal Commission: The PM Is Wrong

Daim Conflict Of Interest?

UMBC Deal: Aliran Disappointed

The EPF Issue

UMBC: Call For An Inquiry

What The Scandals Tell Us

BME: The Principles Of Accountability And Democratic
Responsibility

Action Against Cooperatives

Integrity, Not Ethnicity

Pernas Buying UMBC Shares

Tin-Buying Episode

The UMBC Deal: Where Does Anwar Stand?

Acting On Deposit-Taking Cooperatives

Mining For The Truth About Maminco

Chapter 5 — ELECTIONS AND POLITICS

Political And Economic Trends In 1981

Loyalty And Disloyalty

The Role Of The Elections Commission

The Prime Minister’s Allegations

Allocation To Barisan MPs And Ministers

Tun Hussein’s Advice

Reduce Two-Thirds Majority Call: In The Interest Of Justice
Aliran And Party Politics

Aliran Sets Up First Radar Group In The Ipoh Parliamentary
Constituency

Some Thoughts On The PAS-CCC Link-Up

Some Thoughts On A United Opposition

A Reply To Rais Yatim

An Alternative Government

Business And Politics

214
216
217
218
219
221
223
224
225
227
228

228

230
246
246
247
249
251
252
253

255
256
258
260
261
262
263
264

265
267
208
269

271
-

PERDANA
LEADERSHIP
EOUNDATION

¥u Y A S

SAN

EEPIMPINAMN

PE

RD

A MM



Aliran Submits Questionnaires To Parliamentary Candidates 273

No Reason For Instability 274
The Four-Party Declaration Of Understanding 275
A Reply To Raja Datuk Nasron 278
Response To Samy Vellu’s Hysteria 279
No Need For Two-Thirds Majority 280
The General Election 282
Establishment of Radar Groups 283
Psychological Intimidation 284
Radar: Bringing Democracy To The People 285
Be Fair To The Voter 287
Bribing And Threatening 288
The General Election 290
Congratulations To The Barisan 292
The Question Of The Chief Ministership 292
The Senate 293
The New Cabinet 294
Who's Fooling Whom 295
A Zionist Plot? 296
The 1986 General Election 297
The Role Of The Election Commission 302
Tan Koon Swan 303
The 1986 General Election: Means And Ends 304
Victory And Morality 308
Zionist Links? 310
Voting Twice In The General Election 311
Zionist Links: Who Is Really Involved? 312

Chapter 6 SABAH POLITICS

Status Of Labuan 314
A Response To Berjaya 314
Berjaya Arrogance 315
Tambunan: A Reply To Berjaya 316
Abuse Of Power 317
Sabah And Federalism g
Moves Against The PBS Government 321
Dangerous Elements In Our Midst 322
The Submarine Mystery 323
Tension In Sabah P3R4 N A

LEADERSHIP

FOLUNDATION
YAYASAN
KEPIMPINAKN
PERDAMA



Dissolution Of The Sabah Assembly

Kota Kinabalu ‘Explodes’ Again

Aliran Commends The IGP

The Sabah Tragedy

Dr M’s Rejection Of PBS Counter-Proposal
The Tun Mustapha Writ: Faith In The Judiciary
The Triumph Of Truth

Opening A New Era Of Democracy

Where Is The Commission Of Inquiry
Labuan

Let Off Easy!!

326
326
327
328
330
331
332
333
335
336
336

Chapter 7 — GOVERNMENT AND ADMINISTRATION

Cutting Down On Prestige Projects

Wrong Cuts In Expenditure

Cutting Down On Ceremonies

A Responsive Civil Service

Delegation Of Powers

First Woman Judge

Reducing Public Expenditure

The Importance Of A Separate Judicial Service
Reduction In Defence Expenditure
Dissatisfaction In The Public Services
Leadership Role And Function

Audit All Agencies

LPN Error

Reform Of The Civil Service

Off-Budget Agencies: Call For Reforms

The Airbus Crash Report

The Vehicle Incident

Resignation Of The Governor Of Bank Negara
The Importance Of A Multi-Ethnic Civil Service
The Ferry Incident

Cut Down On Ceremonies

Silver Jubilee And Other Extravagances
Penang’s Founding

Purchasing New Mercedes

Arms Exhibition In Federal Capital

338
339
341
341
342
344
345
347
348
349
350
351
352
353
355
356
357
358
359
360
361
362
364
364
365
PERDANA
LEADERSHIP
FOUNDATION

EEPIMPINAMN
PERDAMA



Datuk Musa Hitam’s Resignation 367
The Appointment Of Encik Abdul Ghaffar Baba As Deputy

Prime Minister 368
Government Businesses And Tan Sri Ahmad Noordin’s Retirement 369
The New Cabinet 370
Legal Charges And Contingency Fees 371
Fatal Shooting 374
Retrenching Civil Servants 375
Pudu Prison Hostage Incident 377
PERDAMA
LEADERSHIF
FOUNDATION

PERDAMA



	0001.bmp
	0002.bmp
	0003.bmp
	0004.bmp
	0005.bmp
	0006.bmp
	0007.bmp
	0008.bmp
	0009.bmp
	0010.bmp
	0011.bmp
	0012.bmp
	0013.bmp
	0014.bmp
	0015.bmp
	0016.bmp
	0017.bmp
	0018.bmp
	0019.bmp
	0020.bmp
	0021.bmp
	0022.bmp
	0023.bmp
	0024.bmp
	0025.bmp
	0026.bmp
	0027.bmp
	0028.bmp
	0029.bmp
	0030.bmp
	0031.bmp
	0032.bmp
	0033.bmp
	0034.bmp
	0035.bmp
	0036.bmp
	0037.bmp
	0038.bmp
	0039.bmp
	0040.bmp
	0041.bmp
	0042.bmp
	0043.bmp
	0044.bmp
	0045.bmp
	0046.bmp
	0047.bmp
	0048.bmp
	0049.bmp
	0050.bmp
	0051.bmp
	0052.bmp
	0053.bmp
	0054.bmp
	0055.bmp
	0056.bmp
	0057.bmp
	0058.bmp
	0059.bmp
	0060.bmp
	0061.bmp
	0062.bmp
	0063.bmp
	0064.bmp
	0065.bmp
	0066.bmp
	0067.bmp
	0068.bmp
	0069.bmp
	0070.bmp
	0071.bmp
	0072.bmp
	0073.bmp
	0074.bmp
	0075.bmp
	0076.bmp
	0077.bmp
	0078.bmp
	0079.bmp
	0080.bmp
	0081.bmp
	0082.bmp
	0083.bmp
	0084.bmp
	0085.bmp
	0086.bmp
	0087.bmp
	0088.bmp
	0089.bmp
	0090.bmp
	0091.bmp
	0092.bmp
	0093.bmp
	0094.bmp
	0095.bmp
	0096.bmp
	0097.bmp
	0098.bmp
	0099.bmp
	0100.bmp
	0101.bmp
	0102.bmp
	0103.bmp
	0104.bmp
	0105.bmp
	0106.bmp
	0107.bmp
	0108.bmp
	0109.bmp
	0110.bmp
	0111.bmp
	0112.bmp
	0113.bmp
	0114.bmp
	0115.bmp
	0116.bmp
	0117.bmp
	0118.bmp
	0119.bmp
	0120.bmp
	0121.bmp
	0122.bmp
	0123.bmp
	0124.bmp
	0125.bmp
	0126.bmp
	0127.bmp
	0128.bmp
	0129.bmp
	0130.bmp
	0131.bmp
	0132.bmp
	0133.bmp
	0134.bmp
	0135.bmp
	0136.bmp
	0137.bmp
	0138.bmp
	0139.bmp
	0140.bmp
	0141.bmp
	0142.bmp
	0143.bmp
	0144.bmp
	0145.bmp
	0146.bmp
	0147.bmp
	0148.bmp
	0149.bmp
	0150.bmp
	0151.bmp
	0152.bmp
	0153.bmp
	0154.bmp
	0155.bmp
	0156.bmp
	0157.bmp
	0158.bmp
	0159.bmp
	0160.bmp
	0161.bmp
	0162.bmp
	0163.bmp
	0164.bmp
	0165.bmp
	0166.bmp
	0167.bmp
	0168.bmp
	0169.bmp
	0170.bmp
	0171.bmp
	0172.bmp
	0173.bmp
	0174.bmp
	0175.bmp
	0176.bmp
	0177.bmp
	0178.bmp
	0179.bmp
	0180.bmp
	0181.bmp
	0182.bmp
	0183.bmp
	0184.bmp
	0185.bmp
	0186.bmp
	0187.bmp
	0188.bmp
	0189.bmp
	0190.bmp
	0191.bmp
	0192.bmp
	0193.bmp
	0194.bmp
	0195.bmp
	0196.bmp
	0197.bmp
	0198.bmp
	0199.bmp
	0200.bmp
	0201.bmp
	0202.bmp
	0203.bmp
	0204.bmp
	0205.bmp
	0206.bmp
	0207.bmp
	0208.bmp
	0209.bmp
	0210.bmp
	0211.bmp
	0212.bmp
	0213.bmp
	0214.bmp
	0215.bmp
	0216.bmp
	0217.bmp
	0218.bmp
	0219.bmp
	0220.bmp
	0221.bmp
	0222.bmp
	0223.bmp
	0224.bmp
	0225.bmp
	0226.bmp
	0227.bmp
	0228.bmp
	0229.bmp
	0230.bmp
	0231.bmp
	0232.bmp
	0233.bmp
	0234.bmp
	0235.bmp
	0236.bmp
	0237.bmp
	0238.bmp
	0239.bmp
	0240.bmp
	0241.bmp
	0242.bmp
	0243.bmp
	0244.bmp
	0245.bmp
	0246.bmp
	0247.bmp
	0248.bmp
	0249.bmp
	0250.bmp
	0251.bmp
	0252.bmp
	0253.bmp
	0254.bmp
	0255.bmp
	0256.bmp
	0257.bmp
	0258.bmp
	0259.bmp
	0260.bmp
	0261.bmp
	0262.bmp
	0263.bmp
	0264.bmp
	0265.bmp
	0266.bmp
	0267.bmp
	0268.bmp
	0269.bmp
	0270.bmp
	0271.bmp
	0272.bmp
	0273.bmp
	0274.bmp
	0275.bmp
	0276.bmp
	0277.bmp
	0278.bmp
	0279.bmp
	0280.bmp
	0281.bmp
	0282.bmp
	0283.bmp
	0284.bmp
	0285.bmp
	0286.bmp
	0287.bmp
	0288.bmp
	0289.bmp
	0290.bmp
	0291.bmp
	0292.bmp
	0293.bmp
	0294.bmp
	0295.bmp
	0296.bmp
	0297.bmp
	0298.bmp
	0299.bmp
	0300.bmp
	0301.bmp
	0302.bmp
	0303.bmp
	0304.bmp
	0305.bmp
	0306.bmp
	0307.bmp
	0308.bmp
	0309.bmp
	0310.bmp
	0311.bmp
	0312.bmp
	0313.bmp
	0314.bmp
	0315.bmp
	0316.bmp
	0317.bmp
	0318.bmp
	0319.bmp
	0320.bmp
	0321.bmp
	0322.bmp
	0323.bmp
	0324.bmp
	0325.bmp
	0326.bmp
	0327.bmp
	0328.bmp
	0329.bmp
	0330.bmp
	0331.bmp
	0332.bmp
	0333.bmp
	0334.bmp
	0335.bmp
	0336.bmp
	0337.bmp
	0338.bmp
	0339.bmp
	0340.bmp
	0341.bmp
	0342.bmp
	0343.bmp
	0344.bmp
	0345.bmp
	0346.bmp
	0347.bmp
	0348.bmp
	0349.bmp
	0350.bmp
	0351.bmp
	0352.bmp
	0353.bmp
	0354.bmp
	0355.bmp
	0356.bmp
	0357.bmp
	0358.bmp
	0359.bmp
	0360.bmp
	0361.bmp
	0362.bmp
	0363.bmp
	0364.bmp
	0365.bmp
	0366.bmp
	0367.bmp
	0368.bmp
	0369.bmp
	0370.bmp
	0371.bmp
	0372.bmp
	0373.bmp
	0374.bmp
	0375.bmp
	0376.bmp
	0377.bmp
	0378.bmp
	0379.bmp
	0380.bmp
	0381.bmp
	0382.bmp
	0383.bmp
	0384.bmp
	0385.bmp
	0386.bmp
	0387.bmp
	0388.bmp
	0389.bmp
	0390.bmp
	0391.bmp
	0392.bmp
	0393.bmp
	0394.bmp
	0395.bmp
	0396.bmp
	0397.bmp
	0398.bmp
	0399.bmp
	0400.bmp
	0401.bmp
	0402.bmp
	0403.bmp
	0404.bmp
	0405.bmp
	0406.bmp
	0407.bmp
	0408.bmp



