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May all of us guide ourselves with love,
logic and wisdom.

Love, because love makes us fair
with our hearts;

Logic, because logic makes us fair
with our minds; and

Wisdom, because wisdom leads us to
combine our love and logic in the way of
God and for the benefit of Mankind.
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Introduction

Since | started speaking and writing about choosing
the middle path, many have responded by referring to the
middle path as being neutral. A common statement quoted is
one by Bishop Desmond Tutu - ‘If you are neutral in situations
of injustice, you have chosen the side of the oppressor.’

It is a profound and meaningful statement by Bishop
Tutu. But taking the middle path is not the same as being
neutral. This is a misconception. While being neutral is not
making a stand; choosing the middle path is carefully deciding
on a position not on the left or right, but which is able to move
us forward. While being neutral is shying away from taking
action; choosing the middle path is about making decisions
and acting based on careful consideration of all factors.

In many instances then, choosing the middle path
takes us to a way that is not extreme, but measured on every
side. When we balance the right principles with the right pragma-
tism, we can take steps that move us forward. When we take
extreme positions, there is danger of doing things that are
expedient in the short term but destructive in the long run.
The middle path is a way to keep things in check. Choosing the
middle path requires more careful thought, more investigation
and deliberation to find an alternative that suggests the best
ways to move forward.
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Here and today in Malaysia, too often there seems to
be only two prominent positions — either us or them, black or
white. The extreme has become mainstream; and the
intelligent and moderate have been edged to the sidelines.
But for a diverse nation like Malaysia, we need to build bridges,
not divisions.

Why this book?

In a small way, this book seeks to bring the middle
path to the mainstream. Within its pages, it bears a dream
— the dream of Malaysia as a shining example of one people
with many different cultures and backgrounds, living in Unity
because we have found the right formula of compromise
through the middle path. A nation that takes the best out of
everybody's religion, everybody’s tradition, and makes it our
practice. A nation that takes the best of humanity and makes
it our character.

| dream that our politics will reach a level of maturity
where extremes are not played and where certain important
issues like education, health, or the economy, are dealt with
above and beyond politics. That everything in Malaysia is no -
longer divided along political partisan lines and our politicians
would choose to lose rather than exaggerate, lie, or cheat.
Where thinking, middle ground Malaysians come out and
insist on the middle path and we always look for an
alternative.

This dream can only happen when Malaysians give up
being overly calculative and separating and arguing over who
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Choose the Middle Path... but Don’t be Neutral

The middle path points forward; the neutral position is at a standstill.
The middle path leads to action; the neutral path accomplishes nothing.
The middle path takes responsibility; the neut;al shirks it.
The middle path asks questions; the neutral avoids them.
The middle path requires commitment; the neutral is non-committal.
The middle path sides with justice and truth; the neutral sits on the fence.
The middle path has solid foundations; the neutral is like /alang.
The middle path demands integrity; the neutral sways with the tide.
The middle path captures reality; the neutral does not want to face it.
The middle path empathises; the neutral is selfish.
The middle path thinks iong term; the neutral cares only about the present.
The middle path uses intelligence; the neutral is unthinking.
The middle path is innovative; the neutral needs no innovation.
The middle path sees right as right and wrong as wrong no matter who does it;
the neutral hides.
The middle path cares; the neutral does not.
The middle path adds value and contributes; the neutral does not.
The middle path guides us to the right way, in the right measure and at the right time.
It is the path that will lead us to Unity.

Choose the middle path.
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