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Counterinsurgency

Counterinsurgency has staked its claim in the new century as the new
American way of war. Yet, the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq have revived a
historical debate about the costs — monetary, political, and moral - of oper-
ations designed to eliminate insurgents and build nations. Today's counter-
insurgency proponents point to “small wars™ past to support their view that
the enemy is “biddable” if the correct tactical formulae are applied. Douglas
Porch’s sweeping history of counterinsurgency campaigns carried out by the
three “providential nations” of France, Britain, and the United States, ranging,
from nineteenth-century colonial conquests to General Petracus’ “surge” in
Irag, challenges the contemporary mythologizing of counterinsurgency as a
humane way of war. The reality, he reveals, is that “hearts and minds” has
never been a recipe for lasting stability and that past counterinsurgency
campaigns have succeeded not through state-building but by shattering and
dividing societies while unsettling civil-military relations.

Douglas Porch is Distinguished Professor of National Security Affairs at the
Naval Postgraduate School, Monterey, California. A specialist in military
history, he advises on security issues all over the world. His most recent
book, The Path to Victory: The Mediterrancan Theater in World War 11,
received the Award for Excellence in US Army Historical Writing from the
Army Historical Foundation.
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Postgraduate School where I teach company and field grade US and
international officers. Some of them have returned trom Iraq and
Afghanistan in recent years not only unscttled by their experiences in
those countries, but also persuaded that the hearts and minds counter-
insurgency doctrines they were dispatched to apply from 2007 were
idealistic, when not naive, impracticable, unworkable, and perhaps
institutionally fraudulent. In short, they had been sent on a murderous
errand equipped with a counterfeit doctrine that became the rage in 2007
following the publication of FM 3-24: Counterinsurgency as prologue to
the surge commanded by General David Petracus in Iraq. This was surcly
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green-on-blue violence in Afghanistan in February 2012.

In 20710, Professor Jan Hoffenaar, President of the Netherlands
Commission of Military History, invited me to address their 35th
Congress at Amsterdam on the theme of counterinsurgency. My argu-
ment continues to be that what has long been called small war in its
various reiterations as imperial policing or COIN (counterinsurgency
operations) does not constitute a specialized category of warfare. Rather,
it consists of the application of petty war tactics that its advocates since
the 1840s have puffed as infallible prescriptions for effortless conquest,
nation-building, and national grandeur. Small wars enthusiasts basically
reject the Clausewitzian character of war in favor of a Jominian tactical
and operational approach, in large part to evade democratic civilian
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“In this brilliant volume master historian Douglas Porch shatters the myth of
contemporary counterinsurgency by exposing its raw historical roots. American
counterinsurgents often preach moralistic sounding bromides like ‘protect

and serve the local populations.’ Porch deconstructs the mythical universe of
counterinsurgency and lays bare the historical truth that they are ultimately wars
of death, destruction, and often brute conquest.”

Colonel Gian Gentile, United States Military Academy, West Point

“Douglas Porch has written one of the single most outstanding reviews and
critiques of the modern theory of counterinsurgency. It fully exposes the

myths and legends behind a fundamentally flawed and pernicious approach to
conceptualising human conflict. This book should be essential reading for military
students, scholars and laymen alike.”

Alex Marshall, The Scottish Centre for War Studies, University of Glasgow
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