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Foreword

cannot come at a more defining moment. It coincided with

at least three international events, namely, the Copenha-

gen Conference where the consensus to mitigate climate change
was hotly debated in the Danish capital; the 2009 Global Higher
Education Forum (GHEF) in Penang, Malaysia, and also the 7th
World Conference on Muslim Education (WCOME) was about to
begin near Malaysia’s capital city. All these events have a very sym-
bolic meaning for this book and the profound messages it contains.
For instance, as though to summarise the outcome of the United
Nations Climate Change Conference 2009, the UN Secretary-Gen-
eral was quoted as saying: ‘Finally we sealed a deal. The Copenha-
gen Accord may not be everything everyone had hoped for, but this...
is an important beginning. The question in everyone’s mind is: ‘an
important beginning’ to what? Could it be a beginning of an end,
our self-destruction as it were? By all counts this is perhaps the most
likely answer. After all the Accord has been described as ‘weaker
than a legally binding treaty and weaker even than the “political”
deal many had foreseen! The reasons why are pervasive throughout
this invaluable book, and it is not just confined to issues of climate
change, given the far greater ramifications towards humanity than
we care to admit. More significantly, the line that divides the Global
North and Global South is becoming even more marked; so too be-
tween the haves and the have-nots! The exploiters and the exploited!
While these largely point to a bleak and grim future, the
GHEF 2009 in many ways broke new grounds with respect to

THE humbling request for a Foreword to this esteemed book
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what the future means, and the challenges it would have to face.
It is not all gloom-and-doom if we are able to pitch our priori-
ties correctly in response to the demands of the future. Many
of these are also implied in the book, beyond just matters relat-
ing to education per se. But there is no doubt that ultimately all
will have to start with education both as a means and also an end.

Finally, the 7th WCOME reminded us that another world is pos-
sible! That more than a millennium ago, there was already a Golden
Age of Learning which lasted for more than 800 years in Andalusia,
the Muslim Spain. There was then a vibrant community of scholars
(some called ‘paradise of scholars’) who were motivated to illuminate
the society around them through truth and knowledge, while the rest
of Europe was still languishing in darkness and ignorance. Unfortu-
nately, today’s Age of Learning (if there is still one) is being tainted
by the domineering marketplace turning it into an ‘Age of Earning’
instead predicated on commercialisation, consumerism and the cor-
ruption of knowledge by the world of corporacracy. Learning as cur-
rently practised, contradicts the wisdom of Confucius (551-479 BC)
who taught that learning is not about having (read, earning), rather
is about being (emphasis added). Indeed, it is the state of being of the
world that should be of ultimate concern to each one of its inhabit-
ants. In doing so we must quickly move beyond the superficial under-
standing of ‘human capital’ to a deeper meaning of ‘human beings.

It is thus not a coincidence to read the State of the World Report
2010 on ‘Transforming Cultures’ pointing out that ‘consumerism has
engulfed human cultures and Earth’s ecosystems. Left unaddressed,
we risk global disaster. But if we channel this wave, intentionally
transforming our cultures to center on sustainability, we will not only
prevent catastrophe, but may usher in an era of sustainability—one
that allows all people to thrive while protecting, even restoring, Earth’

In other words, there is much to be done, but not if we are un-
aware what is to be ‘undone’ and ‘redone’ Doing more of the same
without ‘critical consciousness;, as highlighted in this book, will only
mean that we continue on the path of global uncertainty and has-
ten our eventual self-destruction. This is why the effort by author
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Yusef ] Progler is of immense value by bringing together the relevant
works of prominent scholars who are themselves in many ways ac-
tivists, practitioners and concerned global citizens, so that readers
can be engaged and persuaded to follow through with the strug-
gle to build much needed critical support towards a worthy cause.

We are now almost a decade into the new millennium, and in the
next five years will see the concluding of many global agenda spon-
sored by the United Nations, and endorsed by world leaders alike. The
agenda include, the Millennium Development Goals, Education for
All, and Education for Sustainable Development, to name but a few.
As it stands not much has been achieved at the global level despite the
numerous pledges and promises. Still it is not over yet, even if time
is fast running out. We must keep on trying as advocated by the Ger-
man playwright and novelist, Johann Goethe (1749-1832): ‘Knowing
is not enough; we must apply. Willing is not enough; we must do’

On that optimistic note I would like to congratulate Yusef J
Progler for his yet another commendable accomplishment and
I am sure that this book will go a long way to convince readers
that we must do something, collectively, within our means if we
are to shape a better future for the generations that come after us.

Dzulkifli Abdul Razak
Vice-Chancellor,

Universiti Sains Malaysia,
Penang, Malaysia

December 2009/Muharram 1431
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Preface

HERE is a long standing tradition in Islamic scholarship

that involves commentary on forty ‘hadith,’ or sayings of

the Prophet Muhammad. Islamic scholars through the ages
have developed this tradition by selecting and commenting on forty
from among the many thousands of prophetic sayings compiled in
the hadith literature. By the 13th century, the Syrian scholar Imam
Nawawi, author of one such collection still revered today, noted
that he was merely emulating the many scholars before him who
had also selected and commented upon forty hadith, adding that
many of these previous collections were built around specific themes
ranging from the basic rules of religion to such matters as asceticism
and sermons. In 1937, while teaching at a seminary in Qum, Imam
Khomeini penned his own collection of forty hadith on the theme of
ethical conduct, about which he said his intention was ‘to compile
them with an appropriate explanation of each that can be applied
to the general conditions of the peaple.” From this tradition we can
perhaps extrapolate two useful general principles, that forty appears
to be a sufficient number of items to develop a particular theme in
some depth and that the purpose of such collections is to distill a large
body of knowledge for general readers.

In the spirit of this tradition, I am offering this collection of
forty book reviews on the theme of critical consciousness. Paulo
Freire argued that critical consciousness was a necessary feature of a
liberatory education. By critical consciousness, he meant the ability
to recognize the economic, political and social contradictions that

create, benefit and maintain an oppressive social order. In his classic _
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work Pedagogy of the Oppressed, in which he describes the pitfalls of
‘banking education,” Freire suggested that, “The more students work
at storing the deposits entrusted to them, the less they develop the
critical consciousness which would result from their intervention in
the world as transformers of that world.” This critical consciousness,
accompanied by social action, was aimed at bringing about freedom
and a just social order. However, for Freire critical consciousness was
also a necessary step toward becoming more fully human, or rather
to emerge our humanity from its submersion in the textbooks and
examinations of banking education. Central to this project, Freire
insisted, was the concept of ‘culture’ as a starting point for active
inquiry. By focusing on culture in the anthropological sense of how
people make meaning in the world, Freire was intervening on the
conceptual level and this intervention could then inspire learners to
begin posing their own questions. Critical consciousness provides
the tools through which learners can engage and shape their world.

The books reviewed in this collection should not be seen as pro-
viding a manual for developing critical consciousness, nor should
they be seen as a definitive list of books on the topics that they address.
Instead, I selected books that helped to emerge my own critical con-
sciousness, and that of my students, in twenty years of undergraduate
university teaching. Rather than thinking in terms of definitive lists or
statements, therefore, I developed this collection as part of what needs
to be a larger project of sharing our emerging critical consciousness
and humanity reclaiming experiences. This idea has informed my
work on the Radical Essentials Pamphlet Series (REPS) published
since 2002 by Citizens International, in which I offered reprints of
classic examples of critical consciousness, such as those by Freire and
Memmi, that contributed to the emergence of the Third World from
the yokes of colonialism during the 1960s. In the present collection
of book reviews, I have turned my attention to more contemporary
economic, social and political problems that could be seen as rem-
nants of the old physical order of colonialism, and which constitute

instead a more subtle but ongoing form of intellectual colonialism. |,

The reviews are arranged alphabetically by book title so that

|
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“... this book will go a long way to convince readers that we must do
something, collectively, within our means if we are to shape a better
future for the generations that come after us.” — Dzulkifli Abdul Razak,
Vice-Chancellor, Universiti Sains Malaysia, Penang, Malaysia

Books For Critical Consciousness

PAULO FREIRE argued that critical consciousness was a necessary feature
of a liberatory education. By critical consciousness, he meant the ability to
recognize the economic, political and social contradictions that create,
benefit and maintain an oppressive social order. This critical consciousness,
accompanied by social action, was aimed at bringing about freedom and a
just social order. Critical consciousness provides the tools through which
learners can engage and shape their world.

With this collection of book reviews, J. Progler aims to raise critical
consciousness about contemporary economic, social and political problems
that could be seen as remnants of the old physical order of colonialism, and
which constitute instead a more subtle but ongoing form of intellectual
colonialism.

The books fall into several categories, including politics, media studies,
education and current events. Several of the books are rigorous scholarly
treatises rooted in specific academic disciplines, such as anthropology, history
and sociology, and written for specialized university students and other
academics, while others are intended for more or less popular audiences with
an eye toward social activism. There are just as many theoretical as there are
practical titles, and there are also a few literary works. Such a blend of
outlooks, styles and topics is necessary for developing critical consciousness,
in particular for general readers, because each style and topic offers its own
way of looking at, analyzing and commenting upon the economic, political
and social realities of the world today.

J. Progler is currently Professor of Media, Culture and Society in the College of Asia Pacific
Studies at Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University in Japan, where he teaches social theory,
comparative religion, sociology of education and cultural anthropology, as well as a special lecture
on atomic bomb cinema. He is a co-creator of Multiversity, based in Penang and Goa, and edits
the Radical Essentials Pamphlet Series for Citizens International. His previous book for Cl,
_Encountering Islam, was published in 2008, and his next book will be on comparat:ve education,

which will be forthcoming in 2012. Progler also contributes media : P
-reports to the Journal of Research in Med/ca/ Sciences based at ISBN 978-983-3046-08-9

Isfahan Umver5|ty, Iran. : o
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