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WAR CORRUPTS.
ENDLESS WAR CORRUPTS
ABSOLUTELY.

Ever since 9/11 America has fought an cndless
war on terror, seeking enemies everywhere and
never promising peace. In Pay Any Price, James
Risen reveals an extraordinary litany of the hid-
den costs of that war: from squandered and sto-
len dollars to outrageous abuses of power to an
attack on normalcy, decency, and truth. In the
name of fighting terrorism, our government has
done things every bit as shameful as its histor-
ic wartime abuses—and until this book, it has
worked very hard to cover them up.
Among the many stunning revelations:

* As much as §$14 billion in cash was flown to
Iraq by the United States government—only
to have much of it stolen. Approximately $2
billion of the money was secretly transport-
ed out of Iraqin what may be one of the larg-
est robberies in modern history. More than
$1 billion of that cash is now sitting in a bun-
ker in Lebanon, beyond our reach despite the
fact that we have known about it for years.

* The Pentagon tried to set up its own version
of the CIA, complete with foreign agents
working for cover corporations—only to
find itself in bed with questionable Middle
Eastern figures, including one who allegedly
sought to use a covert Pentagon operation to
launder hundreds of millions of dollars. On
the side, there were also proposals that could
have led to sales of drones to Syria and Leba-
non and sales of chemicals that could have
been used for explosives to other customers.
An internal criminal investigation of the fi-
asco has been kept secret, until now.

* Here at home, when whistleblowers at the
National Security Agency tried to protest
some of the abuses of domestic surveillance
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“I've come back,” he repeated; “and I was the King of Kafir-
istan—me and Dravot—crowned Kings we was! In this office
we settled it—you setting there and giving us the books. [ am
Peachey — Peachey Taliaferro Carnehan, and you've been setting
here ever since—O Lord!”

I was more than a little astonished, and expressed my feel-
ings accordingly.

“It’s true,” said Carnehan, with a dry cackle, nursing his feet
which were wrapped in rags. “True as gospel. Kings we were, with
crowns upon our heads —me and Dravot — poor Dan—oh, poor,
poor Dan, that would never take advice, not though I begged
of him!”

RUDYARD KIPLING
The Man Who Would Be King
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A NOTE ON SOURCES

Many people have criticized the use of anonymous sources. Yet all re-
porters know that the very best stories—the most important, the
most sensitive — rely on them. This book would not be possible with-
out the cooperation of many current and former government officials
and other individuals who were willing to discuss sensitive matters

only on the condition of anonymity.







PROLOGUE

On April 9, 2009, near the start of the first Obama administration,
former Deputy Secretary of Defense Paul Wolfowitz attended a mod-
est ceremony at Arlington National Cemetery marking the sixth
anniversary of the fall of Baghdad. Fewer than fifty people were gath-
ered that day in Arlington’s section 60, where the dead of the Iraq war
lay buried, to mark the fact that on April 9, 2003, American tanks had
rumbled into downtown Baghdad, and the statue of Saddam Hussein
in Firdos Square had been toppled. For Wolfowitz and the ardent ad-
vocates of the invasion of Iraq, April 9 was Iraq Liberation Day, and
they didn’t care that by 2009, most Americans were exhausted by Iraq
and eager to forget that the war had ever been fought.

Wolfowitz listened to speeches by a representative of the Amer-
ican Legion, a Gold Star mother, the Iragi ambassador, and Viola
Drath, an aging Georgetown socialite who was the organizer of the
event. Never mind that the invasion that ousted Saddam Hussein in
just three weeks had turned into a prolonged and brutal war of attri-
tion, or that the Iraqi weapons of mass destruction which had been
the predicate for the invasion had turned out to be illusory, or that on
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Prologue

that same sixth anniversary in 2009, an estimated thirty thousand
Iragis poured into Firdos Square in Baghdad to angrily protest the
continued American occupation of Iraq, while the anniversary went
largely unmarked in the United States save for this small gathering in
section 60. None of that mattered. Wolfowitz, one of the architects
of the Iraq war, was upbeat. After the ceremony, he and I walked and
chatted together through the cemetery, from section 60 back to Ar-
lington’s entrance, engaging mostly in small talk and pleasantries.
But it was clear that Wolfowitz seemed happy that Iraq had turned
out so well, at least in his view, and that the global war on terror was
still going strong under the direction of a new president who was then
in the process of extending and validating many of the Bush adminis-

tration’s most contentious policies.

*

And there was no end in sight. Wolfowitz was long gone from the Pen-
tagon, and in the 2008 elections, Americans had swept the Republi-
cans from power. Perhaps Barack Obama’s greatest political strength
was that he seemed as different from George Bush as any politician
could be. His campaign offered the promise of light following eight
years of Dick Cheney’s fondness for operating on what he called the
dark side.

But executive power, once accumulated, is a hard thing to give
up, and Obama quickly succumbed. He announced that he was deter-
mined to “look forward, not back,” and that he opposed any broad new
investigations of the Bush administration’s use of torture, extraordi-
nary rendition, domestic spying, or other potential crimes. After issu-
ing an executive order to close the prison at Guantianamo Bay on his
first day in office, Obama changed course and kept it open. He sur-
rounded himself with advisors who had been deeply enmeshed in the
Bush administration’s most contentious national security policies. He
expanded the use of drones in so-called targeted killings around the
world, continued the use of military tribunals to try terrorism sus-
pects, allowed investigators to question such suspects captured in
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Prologue

the United States without reading them their Miranda rights, and
approved the nonjudicial killing of American citizens who joined al
Qaeda. He did virtually nothing to rein in widespread contracting
abuse in Iraq, Afghanistan, or the broader global war on terror.

He pushed for and won the authority to allow the National Secu-
rity Agency (NSA) to continue to conduct broad electronic surveil-
lance on Americans, and he went further, placing the NSA in charge of
cybersecurity, giving the spy agency broad new access to the domes-
tic Internet. Senators from his own party soon began to warn that
Obama was secretly expanding the government’s surveillance powers
even beyond those authorized by Bush. Obama allowed the civil liber-
ties panel that was supposed to provide oversight of the government'’s
war on terror to remain idle and only partially staffed for years. His
administration launched a draconian crackdown on the press, spying
on reporters while prosecuting more leakers and whistleblowers than
all previous administrations combined.

And it paid off for Obama by taking the edge off longstanding
Republican critiques that Democrats were soft on national security.
Obama performed a neat political trick: he took the national security
state that had grown to such enormous size under Bush and made
it his own. In the process, Obama normalized the post-9/11 mea-
sures that Bush had implemented on a haphazard, emergency basis.
Obama’s great achievement — or great sin —was to make the national
security state permanent.

Half a century earlier, President Dwight Eisenhower had warned
of a new “military-industrial complex”; under Bush and Obama, a par-
allel “homeland security-industrial complex” has been born. The rise
of the military-industrial complex had been fueled by fears of Com-
munism. Now, another abstract fear was driving hundreds of billions
of dollars a year into building the infrastructure necessary to wage
a permanent war on terror, and it had grown like kudzu around the
CIA, FBI, Department of Homeland Security, Treasury Department,
Pentagon, and dozens of other smaller offices and federal agencies.
The post-9/11 panic led Congress to throw cash at counterterrorism
faster than the FBI, CIA, and other agencies were able to spend it.
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FROM

PAY ANY PRICE

In 2009, when the new Obama administration continued the gov-
ernment’s legal campaign against me, I realized, in a very person-
al way, that the war on terror had become a bipartisan enterprise.
America was now locked into an endless war, and its perverse and
unintended consequences were spreading.

And so my answer—both to the government’s long campaign

against me and to this endless war—is this new book, Pay Any
Price. _

Pay Any Price is my answer to how best to challenge the
government’s draconian efforts to crack down on aggressive
investigative reporting and suppress the truth in the name of
ceaseless war. ' |

My answer is to keep writing, because I believe that if jour-
nalists ever stop uncovering abuses of power, and ever stop pub-

lishing stories about those abuses, we will lose our democracy.
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