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Preface

The future of Malaysia as a nation is determined by the leaders
chosen by the people through election. As a democratic state,
election gives the opportunity and right to the eligible citizens of
Malaysia to vote their representatives in forming the government.
Malaysia has held thirteen general elections so far and the GE13
in 2013 is the most interesting and is considered as the mother
of all elections because of its intensity, closely contested between
two coalition parties namely Barisan Nasional (BN) and Pakatan
Rakyat (PR). BN is an incumbent and formal coalition, and PR
is a loose and unregistered coalition between three opposition
parties — Parti Keadilan Rakyat (PKR), Parti Islam SeMalaysia
(PAS) and Democratic Action Party (DAP). Events which led to
the 13* General Election (GE13) since the 12 General Election
(GE12) in 2008 in particular the resignation of Prime Minister
Abdullah Ahmad Badawi who is replaced by Najib Tun Razak,
and series of BERSIH demonstration as well as by-elections make
this election as being awaited by many especially local citizens and
observers abroad. Therefore, researches on the GE13 are crucial to
understand the outcome and overall phenomenon of this election
in order for the result to be understood analytically and clearly for
further researches to be made.

In this spirit of understanding the dynamic of this election,
the School of International Studies (SOIS), Universiti Utara
Malaysia has embarked on a book project by inviting Malaysia’s
political scientists to contribute their thoughts on the GEI13.
Finally, we are able to put together thirteen top articles by forming
them as chapters in this book. First and foremost, we would like
to thank our university, Universiti Utara Malaysia, which is a great
institution that always inspires and encourages us to conduct
such an important project. We would also like to express our

gratitude to the publisher, Universiti Utara Malaysia Press (UUM



Press), for making all valuable articles accessible into a book and
publishing it.

We would like to thank the following writers for their
contributions in this book; Jayum Jawan, Ahmad Fauzi Abdul
Hamid, Che Hamdan Che Mohd Razali, Abdul Rashid Moten,
Sarjit Singh Gill, Ahmad Tarmizi Talib, Asmady Idris, Azahar
Kasim, Noor Sulastry Yurni Ahmad, Abdul Qayyum Jumadi,
Aldila Isahak, Mohd Razali Harun, Neven Bondokji, Rosyidah
Muhamad, Zaireeni Azmi, Kartini Aboo Talib @ Khalid, and
Arzura Idris. We are indeed indebted to your contributions. This
book is useful to the readers who are interested in the GE13. It
definitely will provide a good coverage of various issues in the
election, ranging from manifesto, voters, media, women and
ethnic politics. This is also a significant contribution academically
and beneficial for politicians, journalist, researchers, academics,
students of politics and the public who are interested to understand
the phenomenon of the GE13. It has been a privilege and an
honour for us to contribute in a form of this book for this crucial
historic event in Malaysia. Love especially to our nation has turned
this publication from a dream into a reality.

Mohd Azizuddin Mohd Sani
Ummu Atiyah Ahmad Zakuan
2017
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Introduction

Mohd Azizuddin Mohd Sani
Ummu Atiyah Ahmad Zakuan

However, since 1999, there has been a gradual change in

the political culture of the country. The salience of ethnicity
has been dampened and the country has been practicing what is
termed ‘new politics’ in Malaysia. The GE13 in Malaysia exhibited
all the features of this new politics. It was characterized by two-
party coalition, a record voter turnout, extensive role played by
the social media, and campaigning for votes on the basis of issues
with broad national rather than ethnic appeal. The election results
showed the ruling coalition winning majority of the seats while
the opposition coalition performed much better than in an earlier
election but could not fulfill its desire to capture the administrative
capital, Putrajaya.

With the advent of new media, it has been working with
traditional forms of media to take civil awareness into a new level
of appreciation. However, the connection between the two may
not always be rooted in positivity. The understanding of the media
is controlled, whether it is by conglomerates or the government
and this could play a major role in determining how information
technology is employed to the benefit or bane of civil awareness.

The light of the current circumstances in Malaysia, the
media particularly the print and broadcasting media has become
a strong mediator between the ruler and the ruled. Besides, the
impact of social media comparatively in two general elections
namely the GE12 in 2008 and GE13 in 2013 was massive. Based
on empirical data and observation, it is clear that social media

Politics in Malaysia for long was based on racial arithmetic.
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The prediction is that the 14™ General Election (14thGE) is coming
earlier than when it should be, as early as March 2017, instead of May
2018. On the one hand, with the DAP-led opposition in disarray for
the last 18 months, since the departure of PAS, and on the other, the
UMNO-led BN becoming more resolved and combative, the events
leading to the forthcoming election promises more fireworks. The
complexity of facts, fictions, perceptions and perspectives in making
sense of the forthcoming 14thGE are intricate.

“The present book, Democracy at Work, edited by Prof. Azizuddin and Dr. Ummu
Atiyah of Universiti Utara Malaysia (UUM), provides an essential critical backdrop to
build an informed understanding of what to expect from the 14thGE based on the
13 chapters of the book on the highly confusing but sometimes entertaining 13thGE.
An added bonus is that the chapters are written not by the usual crop of opinionated
‘tired’ scholars but largely a fresh crop of serious and bright ones. The book is a must
read for Malaysianists who enjoy talking, studying and making opinions on the ever
complicated Malaysian politics, beyond the ambit of the mamak shops.”

Shamsul A.B.,
Distinguished Professor and Founding Director, Institute of Ethnic Studies, (KITA),
Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia

“A very essential book for those concerned with whether or not democracy is at work
in Malaysia. It is indeed working. This major work explores some interesting issues
dominated the public sphere during the GE13. Therefore, this book should be read
by anyone interested about Malaysian politics and democracy.”

Sivamurugan Pandian
Professor at the School of Social Sciences,

Universiti Sains Malaysia
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