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SYMBOLS’ DIRECTORY

(¥8) : Subhdnahu wa Ta‘dla — “The. Exalted.”

(%) : Salla-Allahu ‘Alayhi wa Sallam -
“Blessings and Peace be upon him.”

(%) : ‘Alayhis-Salam — “May Peace be upon him.”

(%) : Radi-Allahu ‘Anhu — “May Allah be pleased with him.”



Wi

PERDANA
LEADERSHIP
FOUNDATION
FouNDATION

xxxxxx
PE an




PUBLISHER’S NOTE

0/411 praise and thanks belong to Allah, the Lord of the Universe.
May there be Allah’s choicest blessings and peace on the last of the
prophets and messengers Muhammad, his family members,
Companions and all those who follow his footsteps till the
Doomsday.

Ma‘ad or Hereafter is the third of the Trio of the Islamic Dogma,
Tawheed, Risdlat and Ma‘ad i.e., the Oneness of God, Prophethood
and Hereafter. The author after discussing the first two parts of the
creed — the oneness of God, and Messengers and Messages — has
dealt with the Final Day/Hereafter. He has divided it into three parts,
What happens after Death, the Day of Resurrection and the Paradise
and Hell. This book deals with the initial and the first phase of the
belief and concept of the Hereafter. Dr. ‘Umar Sulayman al-Ashgqar,
as usual, has discussed this issue exhaustively based on the texts of
the Qur’an and the Sunnah and the highly acclaimed and renowned
authorities thereon. A number of editions of the Arabic original have
been published and it is on increase. This speaks of the popularity of
the noble work.

We are happy to produce the work in a number of languages in order
to acquaint the humanity at large about the significance of this aspect
of the Islamic belief. This is the English version rendered by brother
Nasiruddin al-Khattdb who translated his other works too.

May Allah bless with acceptance the efforts of the author, the
translator and all those associated with its publication.

Muhammad ibn ‘Abdul-Muhsin Al Tuwaijri
General Manager
International Islamic Publishing House, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia
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TRANSLATOR’S FOREWORD

6Z/what happens after death? Doctors and scientists are able to
describe in detail what happens to the body once death has occurred,
but what happens to the essence, the soul, the person who dwelt in
that body? This is a question which concerns many, of all
backgrounds and walks of life. Many have tried to answer this
question, producing theories that range from the fanciful to the
nihilistic. But man-made notions cannot answer questions about
matters which man has no way of seeing. No-one has ever come back
from “the other side” with a scientific report on what really happens.

In this as in so many other issues, Islam brings us answers. Surely the
One Who gives life and takes it away, is the One Who is the best to
inform us of what happens after death. He has informed us about
these matters, in His Book and through His last Prophet (). Death
is acknowledged to be a difficult matter, and so we are instructed to
seek refuge with Allah from the trials of death as well as of life. We
are also informed of what will take place after death, including the
questioning of the angels and the torment of the grave, and Islam
offers us the comfort of being able to seek Allah’s protection from
that torment.

Death is only one part of the future that concerns us. Human beings
have a fascination with the future, as is apparent from the
proliferation of soothsayers and fortunetellers. Although the Prophets
have warned mankind repeatedly that consulting such charlatans is
harém (and harmful), they have exerted an influence over people
down throughout history. In contrast, Islam tells us about the future
just that which we need to know. For example, we are told that the
Hour (the Day of Judgement) will certainly come, but we are not told
when. This knowledge is all we need to know, so that we may
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continually strive to be prepared to meet our Lord. The believers have
always had this sense that the Hour is imminent, from the time of the
Prophet (#£) until the present day.

We do not know when the Hour will come — for even the Prophet
(32) was not granted this knowledge. But we have been told of the
signs and portents which will herald its coming. Many of the minor
signs have already come to pass, or are happening now. Learning
about these signs helps us to make sense of a world that sometimes
seems to be going out of control. When we see that events and trends
fit the pattern described in the Qur’an and ahddeeth, we understand
that there is a plan and a purpose, and that Allah is in control of the
universe.

In this book, Dr. ‘Umar al-Ashqar examines all these issues from the
point of view of the Qur'an and Sunnah. As always, he quotes
extensively from the texts, placing these issues squarely within an
Islamic framework and dispelling the myths and misunderstandings
that have arisen and become prevalent.

May Allah reward the author for sharing his deep knowledge with the
ummabh, and may He cause this book to be of benefit to all who read it.

Nasiruddin al-Khattab



INTRODUCTION

?raise be to Allah, the giver and taker of life, the One Who puts the
souls into the bodies and takes them, the One Who created us from
dust and returns us to it, and when He wills, He will bring us back
from the dust and will resurrect us.

And I send blessings and peace upon the Chosen Prophet who spoke
at length about death and how difficult it is, about the Day of
Resurrection with its horrors and terrors, about the Fire and its
torment, about Paradise and its delights; who woke people from their
negligence, rid them of their confusion and pointed them in the right
direction.

And I send blessings and peace upon his pure family and noble
Companions, and those who follow them in truth, those who live in
this world whilst their hearts long for the Hereafter, so they strive for
that eternal abode, and this is how they continue until they meet their
Lord, so may Allah be pleased with them.

We have been brought to this life by the will of the Giver and Initiator
of life, and we leave this life when the One Who gave us the soul
decides to take it away. People come and others go. They are like the
waves of the sea which come one after another; every time a wave
crashes upon the shore, another wave follows it. They are like a
running river which you see flowing constantly, but the water which
you see in front of you now is not the same water which you saw just
a moment ago. They are like a field of plants which is always green;
whenever something in it dies, something else grows. They are like a
panel illuminated with hundreds of thousands of candles; you see it
always shining, but when we look closely at it we discover the secret
behind its continual light, that is, whenever one part of the wax burns
out it is replaced by another.
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But this long and ongoing human existence will come to an end one
day. There will come a day when all of human life will come to a halt,
and indeed the entire universe will be destroyed. All the stars will be
extinguished and the waves of the sea will come to a standstill. All
vegetation will shrivel and die, and the rivers and springs will dry up.
But this destruction will not be the end; it is only one of the stages
that man will go through. There will come a day when we will all be
brought back to life, to account for our previous deeds.

The belief that we will be brought back to life for eternity is essential
to correct man’s course. For in the depths of his heart, man has a love
for immortality and eternal life. Hence Iblees (Satan) tempted Adam
to eat from the tree of which he had been forbidden to eat, by
claiming that eating from it would grant him and his wife eternal life:

P BRI VIR S R P 72 P 2, ol AL AR B2 “ Py
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§Then Shaytdn [Satan] whispered to him, saying: ‘O Adam! Shall I

lead you to the Tree of Eternity and to a kingdom that will never
waste away?’} (Qur’an 20: 120)

Disbelief in the resurrection brings misery to human souls and causes
mankind to deviate from his intended path in this life.

Some of those who reject the idea of being brought back to life wail
and lament, the fact that their life is diminishing with every moment
that passes. This may lead them to isolation and pain until death takes
them. If they are writers or poets, they record their feelings of grief
over their lives in articles, books or verses which embody their
misery, confusion and pain, to offer consolation to those who are in
the same situation. But in fact this only increases their suffering and
makes the sick person even more sick, and it does not bring any
healing. Some of those who disbelieve in the resurrection hasten to
make the most of physical pleasures, as if they are racing with time
and are afraid that their days will come to an end before they have
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had their fill of life’s pleasures.

The short period of our existence in this world is extremely important
with regard to the next life. The way to eternal happiness which leads
to eternal life in the abode of eternity depends on our achieving real
perfection in ourselves and in others. This perfection, which purifies
our souls and corrects our deeds, has a clear foundation which has
been explained by the Messengers and in the divinely-revealed
Books.

Because the connection between this life and the life of the Hereafter
is so strong, such that this life is like ploughing and sowing, and that
life is like reaping and harvesting, man needs to know enough about
his life in the Hereafter in order to make him prepare for it and live his
life in this world in a manner that will bring him good in the life of the
Hereafter.

Because the life of the Hereafter is unseen, the veil cannot be lifted
from it even by people with sharp minds and deep insight, let alone
those who have less insight. But Allah has told them where they will
go after this life, and has informed them about their inevitable course.
Mention of the life of the Hereafter is mixed with mention of this life
because the two are interconnected, so that souls may be set straight
and reformed in a world where many creatures, human and jinn alike,
are striving to mislead people and take them far from the right path.

The information which Allah has provided us about that unseen Day
when we will meet Him cannot be referred to in hints and symbols. It
must be spoken of clearly and in detail, in such a way that man will be
encouraged to have firm faith (yageen) with no element of doubt.
Whoever looks at what we have compiled in this book about the Last
Day will see abundant quotations from the Qur’an and saheeh
Sunnah, which give a detailed picture of many of the things that will
happen after death and on the Day of Resurrection.
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