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We will get through this
together, as Malaysians, as one
country...This is the time for us
to be strong and persevere, for
God willing, we shall prevail.

-Yang di-Pertuan Agong Al-Sultan Abdullah
Ri'ayatuddin Al-Mustafa Billah Shah @
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A Nation's Public Health Saga
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2019-nCoV

ASEAN
ATM
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Provisional name for Novel Coronavirus. Renamed as severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2
(SARS-CoV-2)
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Minister of Health

Malaysia

Malaysia is striving to handle the
COVID-19 pandemic amidst unknown
variables - and succeeding remarkably
well.

Navigating through these uncharted
waters has been an arduous journey,
yet an inspirational one, because it
brought out the best of our
countrymen. Malaysians from all walks
of life came together, hand-in-hand, to
brave through this unprecedented
event as one united nation.

The "whole-of-government” approach
- the swift and strong inter-ministerial
cooperation and coordination - is
pivotal, and with all of society, we are
one in the fight.

| commend the officers in the Health
Ministry for their efforts in setting to
paper the chronology of public health
responses to COVID-19 in our country.

| envision that this record will prove
useful to future officers in the country,
and perhaps in other countries, in their
aspiration to achieve greater health
systems preparedness and resilience.

BE

Ultimately, we are all
fighting against the same
enemy and with unity and
good regional cooperation,
we will win this.

/i

1 Dr Adham bin Baba

of Health, Malaysia




Director-General of Health

Malaysia

Emerging infectious diseases will
continue to challenge health
systems worldwide, and Malaysia
is not spared.

The COVID-19 pandemic has
confronted Malaysia's health
systems, challenging it to be more
resilient, to adapt, to bend and
create a new way of life, and not
break, akin to the graceful willow
rather than the mighty oak.

Therefore, the COVID-19
pandemic presents opportunities
for health systems transformation,
an avenue for tremendous
growth, the broadening of
horizons and achieving the
unthinkable.

| welcome this Chronicle (In the
Face of a Pandemic) by the
National Institutes of Health that
documents the health system
responses the Ministry of Health
has taken in coming to grips with,
and overcoming, this pandemic.
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When our people and
resources come together
we can do endless

possibilities.

Datuk Dr Noor Hisham bin Abdullah

Nirartar P aral AfF Hasl+h N N -,
Director-General of Health, Malaysia
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Deputy Director-General of Health
(Research & Technical Support)

The World Health Organization
lauds Malaysia in her handling of
the COVID-19 pandemic, citing a
"whole-of-government” approach,
while simultaneously calling for
the prevention and reduction of
stigma and discrimination, a
worldwide struggle. ¢

Such are the challenges for a

country in charting the course with

a threat that is invisible to the
naked eye, yet is globally feared. 66 f—E: *)-l.:

When written in Chinese, the
Independent of the players word ‘crisis’ is composed of two
involved, researchers from the characters - one represents
National Institutes of Health danger, the other represents
synthesized publicly available opportunity.

information to objectively map
- John F. Kennedy &

Malaysia's health system

responses. Kudos to them for this
conscientious effort.

Actions and responses taken "\W

behind the scenes, sebalik tabir as

it were, is documented in another Dr Hishamshah bin Mohd Ibrahim
publication for experiential Deputy Director-General of Health
learning, and complements this (Research & Technical Support)
Chronicle.
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Director of Institute for Health
Systems Research

The Institute for Health Systems
Research (IHSR) is given the
mandate to document the art of
Malaysia's war against COVID-19.

In this second Chronicle, IHSR
employed the MAera (Malaysian
Alliance for Embedding Rapid
Reviews in Health Systems

Decision-Making) approach - to

chronologically record events that (11

the Ministry of Health has A hundred times every day |
remind myself that my inner

and outer life are based on the
labours of other men, living and
dead, and that | must exert
myself in order to give in the

announced in press releases, made
public, or communicated to all of
society. The result - The COVID-19
Chronicles of Malaysia | In the Face

of a Pandemic. .
same measure as | have received

To complement this Chronicle, IHSR and am still receiving.
. 5 g - Albert Einstein @
is collaborating with key S

policymakers in the Ministry of
Health and beyond to document
behind-the-scenes efforts in the
form of a country report.

Dr Nor Izzah binti Ahmad Shauki
Together with our partners, IHSR

Director
sets to print, the health systems Institute for Health Systems Research
strategies of Malaysia, in managing National Institutes of Health Malaysia
the COVID-19 pandemic. =
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Kita jaga diri kita, kita jaga
keluarga kita, kita jaga
komuniti kita dan kita jaga
negara kita.

We take care of ourselves, we take
care of our families, we take care of
our communities and we take care
of our country.

- Noor Hisham Abdullah &
e o e s e i e )
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