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Brief Shining Moment of Magnificence:
An Account Of Elly Velez Lao Pamatong’s
Historic Court Performance in New York
City By Dr. Rolando A. Carbonell, Ph.D.

The Court of Appeals in New York City,
located at Wall Street, the bastion of world capi-
talism, was transformed into a pantheon of judi-
cial history, August 29, 1997, at high noon, where
a dynamic Filipino lawyer, Elly Velez Pamatong,
founder-chairman of the Crusade for the Recog-
nition of American Citizenship (CRAC), presented
his oral and final arguments before the three U.S.
circuit judges hearing the case.

Dr. Rolando A. Carbonell

This protracted crusade, which started a full decade ago, is about the constitu-
tional birthright of Filipinos born between the years 1898 and 1946, when the Philippine
Islands were under the sovereignty of the United States of America. In substance, Elly
Velez Pamatong claims that all Filipinos borne during those years were, and still are,
citizens of America under the Common Law Doctrine of Jus Soli. Through devious
manipulation of the law, however, the Filipinos were divested of their American citizen-
ship and, subsequently, reduced to third class status known as “American nationals.” In
a word, the Filipinos were made quasi-citizens of the United States.

In sum, only arbitrarily selected provisions of the American fundamental char-
ter were made applicable to the Filipino people. According to the Supreme Court, only
“fundamental” constitutional rights applied to “unincorporated” territories like the Philip-
pines.

For instance, freedom of speech was one of the four fundamental rights consid-
ered to have been extended to the Philippine Islands automatically and of its own force.
However, the Right to Citizenship -- clearly more fundamental than freedom of speech
-- was not among those deemed to have automatically applied to the “Philippine Islands,
United States of America.”

The obvious reason for America’s silence on whether the Right to Citizenship
automatically applied to the Philippines lies in the racist attitude burning in the minds of
many among the United States lawmakers like Congressman Ben Tillman and Senator
Elihu Root. The latter explained that the Filipinos were a “cancer” to the American
societal order.

Despite clear evidence of American injustice toward the Filipino people, the
Filipinos became the first Asiansto become comrades-in-arms with American soldiers.

]
Continued on Page 337
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Leslie’s Weekly, June 9, 1898
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“My plan would be to disarm the natives in
the Philippines, even if we have to kill half
of them.” They did. General William Shafter
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wThlS 1s a personal account of how
i’the”'author came close to changmg the
.,_»map of the world. One ‘more vote
from the U.S. Court of Ap[ie_als ci
_»,_cult Judges could have mea'n recog-

tion that “all men are created equal’.
is on trial in th1s book. "And, in real-

ty, what is on trial here is the con.
Sclence of Amerlca 1tself
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> Published in the
United States.oi
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Official Seal of the U.S. Government in the Philippines adopted in February of 1905.




vii ELLY VELEZ LAO PAMATONG

“Give me your tired,

your poor,

your huddled masses
yearning to breathe free,
the wretched refuse of
your teeming shore.

Send these, the homeless,
tempest-tossed fo me.

1 lift my lamp beside

the golden door.”

Emma Lazarus
1883
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Dedication

To Circuit Judge Harry Pregerson of the
United States Court of Appeals for the Ninth
Circuit who ruled that Filipinos born during
the Commonwealth period were, and still are,
American citizens;

To the soul of President Franklin Delano
Roosevelt who acknowledged the “unjustifi-
able discrimination” against the Filipino

people;

To my brothers and sisters in the Philippines
who, for racial reasons, have been legislated
in and out of their United States nationality
or citizenship;

To the souls of the tens of thousands of brown-
skinned warriors, and their families, who per-
ished in the flames of an American-sponsored
holocaust;

And to all “undocumented” Filipinos who
have been persecuted in this land for which
millions of their kind offered their lives -

I dedicate this humble attempt to uphold their
dignity, their honor and humanity.
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Admiral George Dewey, “Hero of Manila Bay,” by George Pringe, Library of Congress.
For a time, he was the sponsor of General Emilio Aguinaldo.
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American marines hoisting for the first time the American flag over the Philippines on May 3,
1898 at Fort San Felipe in the Province of Cavite.
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“If America is great today; if %54
America is free today, a partof g
that greatness and a part of that =", fu.
freedom had been paid for by _:
the lives, blood, sweat and .
tears of the Filipino people.”

The Author, 1998
Washington, D.C.

The author leading the first and the longest Filipino civil rights
march from the Washington Monument to the White House on August 8,

1998. Below is the former headquarters of the Crusade for the Recogni-
tion of American Citizenship (CRAC) at 856 Geneva Avenue, San Fran-

cisco, California.
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