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Preface

The outcome of the 2008 Malaysian General Elections has
changed the Malaysian political landscape as never before in its 50
years of history as an independent nation. The future of Malaysian
politics too seems to be heading for exciting times, with new twists
and unexpected events taking place almost every other day. It ap-
pears that this trend is set to continue at least for the next 4 years or
until the next general election takes place to decide once and for all
who has the majority in parliament to form the next federal govern-
ment.

Why this Book ...

Since the night of March 8, 2008, every day has been marked
by much discussions and analysis among my friends on the out-
come of the elections. I realized that there were many hidden issues
and strategies in this general election and that the outcome of the
elections was not a miracle or due to sheer luck. It was made pos-
sible because of meticulous planning and hard work, diligently car-
ried out by the opposition parties during the last one or two years.

In particular the opposition’s success seems to be due to the
political acumen and genius of one man. His untiring efforts and
whirlwind tours of the country, attracting and convincing thousands
of Malaysians through his oratorical skills made a marked differ-
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ence. He was able to attract the young and the old; Malays, Chinese
and Indians; as well as people from all walks of life and from every
nook and corner of the country. Needless to say that man is Datuk
Seri Anwar Ibrahim.

When I compared the events that have been happening for
the last one or two years with the outcome of the results of the 12
general elections, I found a pattern of intelligent strategies and intri-
cate plans. As I compiled and organized them, I realized that the
resulting material was ripe for a book. With some encouragement
from my friends, I decided to embark on writing this book.

Who am | to write this Book ...

At a very early age I became interested in politics and affairs
of political parties in Malaysia. Whenever, party elections of BN
component parties were held, I used to follow the developments
closely. The political developments in other nations also interested
me. Of particular interest was that of India and the state of Tamil
Nadu due to my roots. That interest also broadened my outlook
about politics as Indian politics are never short of excitement and
controversies. As I became a voracious reader of local political af-
fairs, over the years, I became familiar with the prevailing political
issues, party elections and general elections in Malaysia.

Having joined as a member of MIC at a young age, I had the
opportunity of getting involved in many MIC party elections and
developed close rapport with some of the MIC leaders. My involve-
ment in MIC also gave me an opportunity to familiarize myself with
the issues affecting the Malaysian Indians and their politics. Per-
haps that could be the reason why the Indian issues are discussed in
little more detail in this book.

I'had also worked in many previous general elections, for the
Barisan Nasional. That experience afforded me the inner workings
of the Malaysian general elections at the ground level, especially
from the perspective of Barisan Nasional. Probably that is the rea-
son why I have devoted a chapter to discuss the weaknesses of the



Barisan Nasional, a subject close to my heart, as I have personally
witnessed how the Barisan parties would approach and campaign
for the votes from the different communities. Therefore, I could easily
identify the flaws and weaknesses in the campaigns of the Barisan
during the 2008 general elections.

In the past, if any of the constituencies where a by-election
was being held was nearby, out of interest I would spend as much
time as possible there, listening to the ceramahs and trying to fig-
ure out the local and national issues over which the opposing parties
were clashing.

For the 2008 General elections, I also travelled around, wher-
ever I could, listening to the ceramahs of both the Barisan and the
opposition parties while following the political events closely through
newspapers and internet. Of course there were also exchanges of
information with friends all over the country. All these experiences
of mine were very helpful and instrumental in the writing of this
book as I myself could relate personally to many of the issues raised
and discussed.

This is an objective analysis...

All the views, analysis, predictions and hypothetical examples
that have been expressed in this book are purely on an objective
basis. Criticisms if any, about a political party or leader are only
intended to be a political analysis with no other personal agenda or
ulterior motives.

I must confess that I do not know Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim
personally and no interviews or conversations were conducted with
him or his family members about this book. All the information
about him presented in this book, however personal in nature was
acquired only through research of newspaper articles, documents
and through my own knowledge. I have been following Anwar’s
political involvement with interest since he joined UMNO. I still
vividly remember the newspaper stories about the famous press con-
ference by the then Prime Minister Dr Mahathir and Anwar Ibrahim



in 1982 which was held to announce the entry of Anwar Ibrahim
into UMNO. My first encounter with Anwar Ibrahim was in 1983
when he came to open the National MIC Youth convention as the
Youth Leader of UMNO. That was also the first occasion where I
heard his spell binding speech.

Since then I have attended many of Anwar Ibrahim’s ceramahs
and apart from listening to him, there had been no other acquaintan-
ces with him. Therefore, all what I have stated about him in this
book are purely based on research and analysis and with objectiv-

ity.

However we view it, the manner in which the 2008 general
elections was fought and its outcome is mind boggling and would
have far reaching consequences for the future of Malaysian politics.

There are also many other political implications and this book might
shed light on some of them.

Happy reading!

- MUTHARASAN
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CHAPTER 1t

INTRODUCTION

(44

There is only one individual
who can be credited for the
incredible results of this 12%
General elections and it is
none other than

Dato Seri Anwar Ibrahim!
2%

It was March 8, 2008, the day of the 12 Malaysian General Elec
tions!

I had dutifully voted in my constituency of Petaling Jaya
Selatan in the afternoon and was preparing to leave my house to
join a group of friends to see the live telecast of the election results
in a friend’s house. It was about 6.30 pm when my hand-phone
beeped. It was a text message from a friend: “Negri Rajagopalu
lost. Teluk Kemang gone”.

It meant that the MIC (Malaysian Indian Congress, a compo-
nent party of ruling Barisan Nasional representing the Indian Com-
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munity candidate for the Port Dickson state seat had lost and that
the MIC’s parliament seat of Teluk Kemang had also been lost to
the opposition. Thinking it must be a joke, I called the friend who
had sent the message, “Was that what you were wishing for or was
that what you heard?” I asked him.

“No! That was from a friend of mine in Port Dickson. It is the
truth,” my friend was serious!

“But it cannot be! However you view it Barisan cannot lose
Teluk Kemang. It is one of the safest seats. Furthermore, I know
how the Malays would generally vote and Teluk Kemang is a Malay-
majority seat,” I argued.

Then, as streams of such text messages kept pouring in through
the hand phones of Malaysians throughout the country (Malaysians
were no longer relying on the television to deliver the election re-
sults but on their hand phones, another new Malaysian phenom-
enon), it became apparent that the Barisan Nasional (hereinafter re-
ferred to as BN -“National Front” in English) the party which had
ruled Malaysia since Independence, was heading for a colossal loss
never seen in the history of Malaysian politics, not even as that
experienced in the 1969 elections!

The results of the 2008 elections...

To me, a “student” of politics, the results of the General Elec-
tions 2008 (hereinafter referred to as GE 2008) was mind-boggling.
I have been actively following Malaysian politics for the past many
years, analyzing with friends and interested groups and often pre-
dicting political outcomes quite accurately and consistently. But
neither I nor the many political pundits could have predicted the
results of the 12™ General elections in the manner it unfolded. As
Jocelyn Tan of The Star newspaper wrote, “It was a night when
predictions, assumptions and stereotypes went flying out of the win-
dow” (The Star, 10 March 2008).

That night, Lim Kit Siang, the national advisor to the Demo-
cratic Action Party (DAP), one of the main opposition parties in
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Standing of political parties in Malaysian Parliament
after the 12th General Election 2008

—mmm-

PERLIS

KEDAH 4 6 0 5 15
KELANTAN 2 9 0 3 14
TERENGGANU 7 1 0 0 8
PULAU PINANG 2 0 7 4 13
PERAK 13 2 6 3 24
PAHANG 12 0 0 2 14
SELANGOR 5 4 4 9 22
W.P. KUALALUMPUR 1 1 5 4 1
W.P. PUTRAJAYA 1 0 0 0 1
NEGERI SEMBILAN 5 0 2 1 8
MELAKA 5 0 1 0 6
JOHOR 25 0 1 0 26
W.P. LABUAN 1 0 0 0 1
SABAH 24 0 1 0 25
SARAWAK 30 0 1 0 31
TOTAL 140 23 28 31 222
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State Assembly Seats won by Political Parties at the
12th General Election 2008

—mmmmm

PERLIS

KEDAH 14 16 1 1 4 36
KELANTAN 6 38 0 0 1 45
TERENGGANU 24 8 0 0 ] 32
PULAU PINANG 11 1 19 0 9 40
PERAK 28 6 18 0 7 59
PAHANG 37 2 2 1 0] 42
SELANGOR 20 8 13 0 15 56
N. SEMBILAN 21 1 10 0 4 36
MELAKA 23 0 5 0 0 28
JOHOR 50 2 4 0 0 56
SABAH 59 0 1 0 0 60
SARAWAK No Elections for State Assembly

IENENERRIEIED
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Malaysia that had won 28 Parliament seats, coined the word “po-
litical tsunami” to describe the astounding results of GE 2008. And
what a tsunami it was that swept across the nation! The shocking
outcome remained etched in my mind for the next few days. The
question that kept popping up was “How could it have happened?”

The results were unbelievable. In his own constituency, the
Prime Minister had his majority reduced substantially. The “Jewel
in the crown” for UMNO and BN, the state of Selangor, had fallen
to the opposition with a majority of 16 seats! The new Chief Min-
ister of the state (referred to as Menteri Besar in Malay) was Tan
Sri Khalid Ibrahim of the opposition party PKR (Parti Keadilan
Rakyat meaning People’s Justice Party) who only the year before
had lost in the Ijok by-election to the MIC-BN candidate
K.Parthiban by a majority of 1,850 votes. This time around Khalid
had reversed his fortunes by winning the same seat with a major-
ity of 1,920 votes!

The BN fared no better in the state of Perak. Even the
humble and pleasant disposition of its Menteri Besar, Tajol Rosli
could not save it from falling into the hands of the opposition.
Even the constituency of Sungai Siput in Perak, a stronghold of
the Malaysian Indian Congress (MIC) for the last 34 years, was
not spared either. Pre-election rhetoric by its incumbent mem-
ber of Parliament Dato Seri S. Samy Vellu, such as “The whole
army can come but I will still win” and “Jeyakumar can contest
25 times but I will still win in Sungai Siput” were silenced by
the resounding victory of the opposition candidate, Dr Michael
Jeyakumar.

As expected, the states of Penang and Kedah were won
over by the opposition. The Islamic Party of Malaysia (referred
to as Parti Islam Se Malaysia in Malay or PAS) one of the oppo-
sition parties, retained its tight grip on Kelantan by winning 39
out of the 45 seats. It was not only a case of states or constituen-
cies being lost to the opposition; BN stalwarts were also drop-
ping like nine-pins. Federal Ministers such as Zainuddin Mydin,
Aziz Shamsudin and Sharizat Jalil were also not spared. Reputed
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strong candidates like UMNO treasurer Abdul Azim lost in the
safe rural seat of Batu Gantang in Perak. Unknowns from the
opposition made sweeping victories. A white-bearded professor
by the name of Ramasamy from the DAP making his election
debut was able to knock out Dr Koh Tsu Koon, the Penang
Chief Minister of 17 years by a majority of about 10,000 votes
in a Chinese majority seat.

The MIC’s upper echelon was wiped out: the President,
the Deputy President, two Vice-Presidents, the National Youth
and Women leaders, all lost in a row! The Malaysian Chinese
Association (a member of the ruling BN and referred to as MCA)
lost its Chinese ground while Gerakan (another member of the
BN coalition) lost 10 out of the 12 Parliament seats it contested.

Allin all, the opposition won 5 states in West Malaysia. They
also won 10 out of the 11 Parliament seats in the Federal Territory
of Kuala Lumpur. However they could not take over the political
administration of Kuala Lumpur as by law it has always been con-
trolled by Dewan Bandaraya, or City Hall which is in turn con-
trolled by the Federal government.

In West Malaysia the opposition secured more popular votes
than BN. The opposition secured approximately 51.3 % of the popu-
lar votes in West Malaysia while the BN could only secure 48.7 %.
In West Malaysia the BN captured 85 parliament seats while the

Prominent BN Leaders who lost In GE 2008

Datuk Zainuddin Bin
Maidin Datuk M Kayveas

Tan Srl Koh Tsu Koon



opposition won 80 parliament seats, thereby for the first time deny-
ing the BN its two third majority in parliament. In total the opposi-
tion won 82 parliamentary constituencies. It is clear that BN gov-
ernment at the federal level today survives because of its support
from the BN component parties in Sabah and Sarawak.

Who made it possible?

There is only one individual who can be credited for the in-
credible results of this 12® General elections and it is none other
than Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim! Of course he could not have done
it without the other opposition leaders like Lim Kit Siang of DAP
and Tok Guru Nik Aziz-Hadi Awang of PAS. Similarly, the DAP
and PAS, separately or jointly, could not have also turned the tide
without Anwar Ibrahim. It should be noted that DAP and PAS had
previously contested many elections but not with similar results,
whereas this was the first general election faced by Anwar since his
imprisonment.

How Anwar made it possible ...

This book is not an attempt to glorify Anwar Ibrahim or in-
tended to be another round of “Barisan bashing”. It is a sincere at-
tempt to give credit to where it is due and to record the hard work
and political strategies employed by Anwar in bringing about re-
sults he desired. It is clear that the election outcome were not acci-

Dato Serl
Sharlzat Abdul Jalll S. Samy Vellu Abdul Aziz Shamsuddin

Dato Serl



dental or miraculous but the result of sheer hard work, intelligent
strategies and the political acumen of many opposition bigwigs as
well as meticulous planning for the past two years. However it needed
someone to bring the opposition together and make it all happen
and that someone was none other than Anwar Ibrahim himself.

Having said that, it must be also pointed out that the contri-
butions and sacrifices of the Alliance Party (the origin of the Barisan
Nasional which negotiated the independence of Malaya from the
British and ruled Malaysia from 1957 to 1974) and later the Barisan
Nasional, in making Malaysia into what it is today should not be
forgotten overnight. Although there may be many shortcomings and
failures on the part of the BN, the prosperity and growth experi-
enced by our country today and the decent livelihood we enjoy,
without racial clashes and political unrest are all due to the genuine
efforts of the Barisan Nasional Government. Let us also not forget
that Anwar Ibrahim himself was nurtured by the same Barisan
Nasional system for almost 16 years (from 1982 to 1998) and all his
political popularity and the extensive influence he exerts today are
due to his exposure through the Barisan Nasional system.

Therefore, in this book, instead of merely condemning the
BN, attempts have been made to point out what the BN had failed to
achieve and what they could do in future to regain their lost ground.
The BN is inherently still strong and relevant, but they lost in many
constituencies only because of their arrogant and over-confident
attitudes and due to their failure in addressing and solving certain
pressing issues.

Anwar was able to achieve his historical victory due to two
main factors:

(i)  his ability to put in place certain strategies which ensured the
votes for the opposition; and

(if)  his ability to fully capitalize on the prevailing issues which
were against the BN.

In addition there were two other factors which helped Anwar
but which were not of his own manipulation:
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(i)  the existing weaknesses of the BN;
(i) the prevailing factors that were favorable to the opposition

There is no doubt that Anwar Ibrahim is a political fighter
and a visionary leader. He has the ability to think out of the box and
was able to come up with new, innovative political strategies. Often
he is able read into the future, a rare quality often exhibited by his
nemesis Tun Dr Mahathir Mohamed! Probably it is something that
Mahathir himself might have taught his protégé in those good old
days!

It is clear that as much as Anwar misunderstood and miscal-
culated Dr Mahathir’s moves by confronting him head on, it is also
obvious that Dr.Mahathir and the Badawi-Najib team also underes-
timated and misjudged Anwar. By hurling accusations and jailing
him, Dr Mahathir thought he could “finish off” Anwar politically.
Similarly, the BN leadership under Badawi thought that by keeping
Anwar outside the UMNO fold, he would not be able to make any
inroads into the stronghold of BN. Both were proven to be wrong!

Anwar rose from behind his prison bars! He continued his
fight tirelessly even though he was imprisoned and as he himself
has jokingly admitted, had been planning his future strategies in his
prison cell, from the day he was incarcerated.

Before discussing Anwar’s strategies for the GE 2008, we
must study his political background to understand what he is made
up of and what his political journey has been thus far. The next
chapter is not intended to be an account of his life history, but an
attempt to explain the main events that shaped his political journey
and career.
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CHAPTER 2:

ANWAR IBRAHIM -
- A BRIEF BACKGROUND

66

Having been released in 2004, he took centre
stage of the opposition platform and within
the next three years he was able to unite the
opposition against the mighty BN and go on
to defeat the BN in 6 states in the GE 2008.

If there is one thing that makes Anwar stand out in the Malaysian
political scene, it is his relentless fighting spirit and his ability to
break new political grounds never tried out by others. He does not
give up easily. The manner in which he fought to rise above the
myriad of problems he faced in his political journey is in fact aston-
ishing. Any lesser a person would have easily succumbed to the
situation. His inclination to think out of the box and to lead others
into unchartered territories seems to be his hallmarks. What is amaz-
ing is his uncanny ability to change his political strategies accord-
ing to the changing situations and environments to emerge victori-
ous.
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Before joining UMNO, as the leader of the
Muslim youth organization ABIM (Angkatan Belia
Islam Malaysia) and the MAYC (Malaysian Asso-
ciation of Youth Councils), his strategies were dif-
ferent, often battling against the government. After
joining the ruling party UMNO, his strategies
changed which explains his meteoric rise, within a
span of 11 years, to become the Deputy President of
the party and Deputy Prime Minister of the country.

When he was thrown out of UMNO and im-
prisoned for 6 years, he was
yet again able to implement
a different set of strategies,
even from within prison.
Having been released in
2004, he took centre stage of
the opposition platform and
within the next three years he
was able to unite the opposi-
tion against the mighty BN
and go on to defeat the BN
in 6 states (including Federal
Territory of Kuala Lumpur)
in the GE 2008. Due to his
efforts, the BN was denied
two-third majority in Parlia-
ment although he himself Anwar as g young man
could not contest in the general election due to his
conviction. Such events are unfolding for the first
time in the history of Malaysia.

His spell-binding and mesmerizing oratorical
skills have always come in handy in getting his mes-
sages across effectively and in attracting large
crowds, irrespective of race and religion. Although
labeled as a radical or ultra-Malay in the past, his
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