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Preface

This book has as its origin a dissertation submitted in part
fulfilment of the requirements for the degree of Master of Arts at
the Faculty of Social Sciences, University of Kent at Canterbury in
April 1975. Although no substantial revision has been done on the
original, I have decided to publish it because I have been constantly
persuaded to do so over the years—in order to make it available to
fellow researchers working on the subject.

The writing of this dissertation could not have been possible
without the help of several people. I wish to thank my supervisor, R.
G. Kershaw, for his guidance and extremely perceptive comments
upon drafts of the work. Dennis J. Duncanson was kind enough to
make comments and offer suggestions upon the proposed outline
of the dissertation in its initial stages.

To some of my former teachers (especially S. Husin Ali, then
of the Department of Anthropology and Sociology, University
of Malaya and Anthony D. Smith, then of the Department of
Sociology, University of Reading and currently of the London
School of Economics) much of the materials presented here should
appear very familiar indeed, for their lectures and works have
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