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Foreword

It is indeed a great pleasure for me to have this opportunity to share
some thoughts on the publication of this book on Libraries and the
Malay World, a compilation of twelve papers presented at a seminar on
Libraries and the Construction of Knowledge in the Malay World
jointly organised by ATMA and IKON in 2004. The addition of a new
title to the stable of ATMA publications is further testimony of its
increasing role as a publisher, a role which the University has recently
accorded its formal recognition.

When we talk about knowledge of the Malay World, libraries, as
treasuries of the world’s output of knowledge, are naturally the first
place to begin. Bringing together librarians, curators and scholars from
some of the world’s great libraries and institutions to talk about the
development of in-depth knowledge construction pertaining to the Malay
World is an excellent way of getting first hand and state of the art
information, not only about the Malay speaking world, but also those
within its broader linguistic scope. This book which has been culled from
the papers presented is a wonderful source of reference and starting
point for those embarking on research about the Malay world and
civilisation.

The information on resources held in libraries in Malaysia and abroad
provides the key to future research which should certainly be further
explored in the search for a better understanding and enrichment of
knowledge about the Malay world and civilisation. It is our hope this
book will lead to further inquiry which in turn will contribute significantly
to the literature and corpus of knowledge about the Malay world.

Congratulations and my thanks to all contributors and in particular,
to Dato’ Zawiyah Baba, Principal Fellow, ATMA for ensuring the
publication of this book.

Prof. Dr. Abdul Latif Samian

Director

Institute of the Malay World and Civilisation (ATMA)
Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia
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