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THE EDITOR :

.~ Please address all correspondence 10:
The Letters Editor, :
The Asia Magazine,
31 Queen's Road Ceniral, Hong Kong.

STUDENTS AND POLITICS
Sir — Today’s students are to-
morrow's leaders. Their participa-
tion in politics is therefore vital.
Yet in Singapore the government
and the ruling party provide moral
support only for factions sympathe-
tic to them. This is unfair.
4 Thomas Tan
University of Singapore
Sir — Students have always been a
political force to reckon with in
Asia; but often they exceed the } J ! 3 ‘ S e Eatborton
limits by upholding the wrong ‘ e : MAHAGING EDITOR: Ge
eause. It is ridiculous to see uni- . i # 3 o ) ASSOCIATE EDITOR George V-
versity students ~demonstrating B e N :?;:t::'z::g:l B”f;fc-h?g?'a“',
against cow-slaughter. In Bangkok’s A27 BIRECTOR : Bert Gallardo
Chulalonkorn University recently, _ ASSISTART ART DIRECTOR: Noli C. Gal
violent battle took place between STAFF ARTIST: Michael Lee

students from two faculties —— over 'm'::offmgf Hi
football.

jppon Eleciric Compary

: February 5,"‘1‘;967.7/‘vdlume
POBLISHER  Adiian Zech:

STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER :
G. Melwani STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Kowloon, Hong Xong

Sir — Political leaders, once in ; 5

power, usually advise students to = ; ¢ ;

keep off polities. But in 0 sition i s :

they alwfys make use ofp:)'?udmt- Pusl:bulion dee mdged! Asfar s b : =

A TN concerned it is still the ‘Push-husband age’ I” §  EpiTGRIAL ARYISORY BOAR
joss Lung Castra - Maniia

Remen D. Villar Tan i1 taffman - Straits Times

University of the Philippines ; : Rebort Prosser - Morning Star’
Lesile Saag - Hongkong Stani

im Cheng Kys - Korea Times

Sir — Your ‘University sympositum’
was anatytical and informative. Trewr Latehferd - Bangkok Post
W. K. Leung 1R, Calver - Borneo Bulletin
Uuiversity of Hong Kong Mascy Ye-Huang - China Post
Hesasth Cruce Smith - Pacific Journal

ASIANS TO WATCH Soum S S T

ASIAN COMMUNISM
Sir .- A benevolent dictatorsiip or : =
a mild variéty of Communisin - is : 5 : v ; >

£ % g2 : 5 & - » : graphs to the Editor, The Asia Ma
the only alternatiye to PoVsELy and Sculptor carves a niche for himself | e Box 34, Hong Korg  The

Contributors should add;ess M

econormic stagnation one witnesses _re

in the major Asian nations, such H K 5 'Ss-sn-o 'n;’“’;‘,‘" g,e 12 “"?,?"2:‘;%5"2,

8, B N . ‘ Wrii pinio spressed i d - ar

as Tndis and Indonesia. ong Kono gl Bronte nat. necessarily _coincide with

! Ieslie Dermott feilEf mural, all 270 sguare the Editors of The Asia Magazine
feet of it. is the handiwork of

right © 1967 by Asia Magazines, |
Composition by the Hongkong S
an unassuming, soft-spoken.

Printed by Toppan Printing -
Tokyo, Japan. All rights reserved.
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ed weekly by Asia Magazines,
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j % : e SCALALIR, CO Born in Visinam 34 years 2go, :
OFFICES: HONG KONG: 31 Queen

ments on ‘The Bibiy' prompied me
precisely to see thetovie., A type
of 'soft-sell’?

Central, Tel. 223081/ FRANKFURT-A
Am Leonhardsbrunn 12, Tel. 77-18-14
pom, W.1: 2, Old Bond Street, Ti

Lau schooled his talents in the
Fine Aris Department of the

; e i) het R e
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e apan from where he graduated in St i Zazaof/"ro;;vo "
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3 search for dram: f his ideas. Like v ad!
i TR i ; ;. : dramatic expression of his ideas. Like most adherents of :
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A G e ively arts, Lau has done his share of travelling — Tokyo, the COVER. Wearing a jaunty g
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Mr. Prime Minister, we would
like this conversation to be a
warm, personal and frank one.
Could you start by tlelking
about your childhood, your
family and those memories
which still crowd the mind?
1 am the twenty-first son of the
Sultan of Kedah, Sultan Abdul
Halim Shah. My mother, Makche
Menjelara, wag the daughter of
Luang Mira a chieftain of one of
ihe Siamese Shan gtates. I grew up
in a palace in those spacious days
when we had everything, for ours
was a Royal family in every sense
" of the word. My Siamese mother’s
influence was always very strong,
becauge my father had other wives
and other children.. He could not
devote his attention to any particu-
lar son. It was 1ay mother who
guided me and to whom I went for
comfort and the love children seek.

What kind of education did
you have around this time?
1 had to go to many schools, Malay
schools and Siamese schoolg in
Bangkok. Thereafter I went to the
Penang Free School to study Eng-
lish and from here I was awarded
the first Kedah scholarship to at-
tend a British public schocel. I had
only been in an English school for
three years, but I wag too old for
admission to any good British pub-
lie school. 1 was 16. Naturally, I
had to try and get into a univer-
sity. T was eventually admitted to
Catherine Coilege at Cambridge.
Here I learnt my first lesson in
patrietism:

1t happened like this. T asked for
the right to live in the College. The
College is a small one, and students
were permitted to live in rotation
for a brief period. When it came
fo my third year 1 1 still not
given a room in the College. 1 made
another cuest. The clergyman,
he Diean, told me ‘you

who was
know - this Uollege was built for

English gentiemen, I can’t let you
stay here, hecause 1 know the Eng
lisnmen won’t like it.’ I said, ‘this
i4 very good, 1 wish you had teld
me earlier. Anyway., I am i
happy to know your mind and the
mind of Englishmean.

quite

Were you terrisly
this ai the time?
i wrote back home and told Vhem
what had haPppencd. The Kedah
Government got verv: angry and
sent the British Adviger 36
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“] wWOULD LIKE to retire right now,” he says with the satisfaction
which derives from achievement, “but they won’t let me.” Few
men have endured in power without losing popularity ; fewer still
find themselves wedded to office because of popular pressure, as
does Tengku Abdul Rahman Putra, Prime Minister of Malaysia.
At 64, the burdens of leadership are beginning to show. The
diversions of life — cuddling his adepted children, boating, golfing,
watching thrill-packed television shows, playing poker late night
with friends — are what he seeks in the evening of his life. The
Tengku i

ingly friendly.

an uncomplicated person — warm, humane, and engag-
“1 Liave achieved everything I set out to do,” he

wraingly in an attempt to rationalize his desire to step

coneeaes; s

down from offce. Towara this end, he has farmed out most of his

designated heir-appurent, Tun Abdul

&
&

avthority. especially to his

ettt PFrrvios My SRR = 1 R Sasal e g
Deputy Prime Migister,: But patriotism,

41

o s

burn fiercely within him. The Tengku reatiz

¥

nation needs iiim neow, more than it ever did. And while this
conviction persists he will stay on, doing what hLe kuows best.

_horses and the skirt

" could be free, independe

_called me u

slow. You see I wa

‘in three subjects in law.

had intervened,

sorry, L d
prince,
course I will giv
turned him dow:

not going to move i
accepting it because I
of the Sultan. I wanted to

life; fond of sports, mi
s. Bu
my heart I was a patrioti
those quiet moments
moments, I would think

I was reading law an
at Cambridge. I graduate
and returnéd home for a hol
went back to London to study
But London is no place to st
was very young. There was
per control. T was fooling aro
for three years. Got throug

What kind of allowanc
you receive when you w
London, how did you s
I suppose I got more allow:
than most students. My sch
gave me £400 a year and m;
vate income was £600. Tha
more than many students r
and those were the days
penny was a penny. Natur
this money spoilt me. When
at Cambridge I had a Riley
gports car and other sports
Later T went in for slowe
like the Austin and Standar
mother used to send money
time I wanted to buy a new ¢
I also used to get into fig
the dance halls. Some Chin
taurants, three of them.
barred me from going inside
see when 1 used to be dan
dining with my girl frient
Britizh and the Jews in tho
used to pass remarks: 1
give it back to them, partie-
when 1 was dancing with
zirls. So I used to get inte 5=
i lived extravagantly at that
Pinally, I decided to
home, Thiz was in 193BE
hoat to Malaya T met these
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