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“] HAVE SIXTEEN BRO
and sisters.”
“Are all of them living?”
“Yes, all of them are living; my
sisters are all married; and my
brothers are in employment or in
private business.”: e
¢Sir, one does not hear of your =
brothers or sisters or relatives ... I
mean there are no accusations of
nepotism, no scandals. How much -
does your poorest brother make?”
“Oh, a few hundred dollars per
month, none of us are really rich.”
In a continent plagued with cor
ruption, nepotism, favouritism and
political pay-offs to relations
friends and patrons, Tun Abdul =
Razak’s example deserves to be ap
plauded. (Singapore’s Lee Kuan
Yew and his cabinet colleagues and
Thanat Khoman and General Carlos:
Romulo, Foreign Ministers of the
Kingdom of Thailand and the Re-~
public of the Philippines respective
ly, also belong to this honour list).
Another unique feature about:
the Tun is his conduct while he was_
the Deputy Prime Minister: no in-
trigues; no scramble for power.
Malaysia, as I have pointed out in
this column some months ago, has
the singular honour of having hada
Prime Minister, Tengku Abdul
Rahman, who gracefully retired to
make room at the top for his:
younger colleague and friend. It is
not casy to give up power; the
Tengku set a great example by re-
linquishing power — handing over -
the reins of the government to 2
deserving, younger man. Similarly,
I have no doubt whatsoever that.
Tun Abdul Razak will voluntarily
step down after two or three terms-
as Prime Minister. ? 2
“] was the Director of Opera-
tions for two years, in the Emer-—
gency, with full powers. I could do-
anything I liked; get up in the mor-_
ning and pass any law . . .. It is dif-
ficult to run a government when
the power is so concentrat .. At
is difficult to see that i
their jobs . . . .Itisa gos
have people to tell you
not quite right. It keeps you on
your toes.” That is why Tun Razak"
restored democracy, # @ Malaysia,
LEADERRIVEP.
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Tun Razak and his wz"fe pose with four of their five sons. The smallést, when
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this picture was takén, was in bed.

THE QUIET LEADER

Tun Abdul Razak, Prime Minister of Malaysia,

talks softly, but always to the pomt

RITISH NYMPHETS in bikinis, at-
B tended by youthful but muscular
beaux, cavorted at the poolside.
The boys laughed loudly: the nymphets
fluttered their hands and emitted the
shrill, voracious cries of baby birds. Two
of them were seized by their escorts and
tossed into the lifeless, chemically blue
water: the air filled with shrieks and
spray. The mothers of these chronically
lively young people sat in deck chairs in
the shade. They talked to each other,
read, or smiled benevolently at the activi-
ties of their children. From time to time,
waiters fetched them tall drinks that
clinked deliciously in frosted tumblers.
“This is still,”” murmured the young
Malay official beside me, “a very white
club.” His voice held no echo of bitter-
ness. He had been up at Oxford, and the
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by DOM MORAES

British were not the overlords of his
country any more. People like himself
and his two companions, all Government
officers, were in charge now: he could
afford his small, cynical smile as he eyed
the blotched, heavy British mothers, drip-
ping visibly in the heat, and their noisy
brood. The battle for independence was
over. It had been fought for him by such
men as the former Malaysian Prime Minis-
ter, Tengku Abdul Rahman, and his quiet
successor, Tun Abdul Razak.

“The Tun is 2 man few people know
well,” said another of the officials.
“When strangers meet him, they some-
times think him cold and unemotional,
because he doesn’t speak easily, as the
Tengku did. He is rather shy, really, but
he’s not a cold person at all, and he’s not
unemotional. He has a sharp sense of

humour. But he’s used to staying in the
shadows: he did most of the work even

"when the Tengku was Prime Minister, but

he doesn’t talk about it. I hope he will
talk to you. The difficulty is not only
that he’s shy but that he’s usually very
tired. He works too hard. As you know,
to be in his position is no holiday.”

lives is close to his office. Broad

lawns surround it. He has occupied
it for 11 years, so that it has rather more
personal character than most official re-
sidences. A glass case hangs in the porch
outside his reception room: it is fillec
with the numerous decorations he has re-
ceived, a colourful display of ribbons and
medals. Opposite the decorations, undery o » s

the stairs, is an array of walking sticks:DERSHIF
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THE HOUSE in which Tun Razak



Glf in the garen fo Tun Raak.

The Tun collects them. They include a
stick purchased in the U.S., which can act
as a container for beverage: useful for the
habitual walker who is also an occasional
drinker.

The Tun himself awaited us in the re-
ception room, a short man with a limp
handshake. His gentle, intelligent face had
a tired look about it. He sighed, and sat
down in a brown leather armchair. “My
favourite chair,” he said. The room was
spacious and handsome, with orange sofas
and flowers on the tables. At the far end
were portraits of the Tun and his wife.
On the wall beside us, a glass cabinet was
filled with numerous and varied speci-
mens of the Malay kris. The Tun pointed
to one. “That one,” he said in his soft,
nearly inaudible voice, “is the hereditary
kris of my family.

“We have been chieftains in Pahang for
11 generations now. The custom is that
when my father died, I took over the kris
and handed it over to the Sultan. If he
gave it back to me, 1 got the title. The
same if 1 die. My son will have to hand

_over the kris, and if the Sultan retums it
to him, he will get the title. But by this
time, it’s our right. The kris has been in
my family all these years, we have been
Chief Advisers to the Sultan all these
years. It doesn’t mean that we are all that
prosperous. I was born in a village called
Pulau Keladi, about a mile away from a
small town called Pekan in Pahang.”

The Tun pauses often between sen-
tences. His style of speech is slow and
meditative: he tends to repeat phrases, al-
most to himself. “A small town called
Pekan.” he said. “Yes. In those days,
people commonly led a poor life, 100king
for subsistence. Since I came from the
family of the chieftain of the area, I was
treated a little differently from other
children, but not much. We had nothing
special: life was hard for everybody. My
father was then in the Civil Service. After
my sister was born, my grandparents took
me away, and I lived with them all the
rest of my childhood, in a village across
the river from Pulau Keladi.”

He passed a hand tiredly across his
face. “1 was born in 1922. I started to
attend the Malay school in 1928. I re-
member I used to get a cent a day. Truth-
fully, if I didn’t get that cent, I went
hungry. A cent a day,” he repeated, with
a gruff little laugh. He looked up at the
kris in the cabinet. “But even then I felt I
belonged to a family which was destined
to lead the people, I felt I had a duty,

‘when I grew up, to serve the people. As 1

said, at that time my father was in the
Civil Service. This was rare then, to be in
the Civil Service under the British, and
my main ambition was to follow his foot-

_steps, to be a Civil Servant.

“The thought came to me when I was
10 years old, how badly we were treated
by the British. We had the coronation of
the present Sultan in 1932. I was 10 years
old. They built a very big hall, and all the
chiefs including my father, all nicely
dressed, all stood in the hall, and the Bri-
tish Governor and the Residents were
there. Everyone else was standing: but

they sat down. That picture has alwa
stuck in my mind. The British put us ona
stage like prima donnas, but with no part
to play. This was our country, but they sat
there and ruled it, and all that.we could
do was to stand by and watch. I remen E
ber that occasion very well. 5
“When I was 12, I was sent to the
Malay College. It was supposed to be the -
Eton of Malaya, where the Sultans and
the chiefs were educated. I finished early:
I passed all my exams, in four and a half =
years I passed my School Certificate,and
in 1939 I joined the Civil Service. Then I
went to Raffles College. I passed my first
year, then of course the war came. It
changed our lives. We saw the British dri-
ven away by the Japanese. The Japane
were the same Asian people as us, physi-
cally they were even smaller, so we
thought, ‘If they can defeat the British,
we should be able to do it too. After all,
this is our place.”

way, but for some minutes past it
had been increasingly difficult to
hear him because of a succession of child-
ish shrieks nearby. At this point a small
boy, clearly the source of all the sound,
came hurtling into the room, pulled up;
stared at us, decided we did not warrant
investigation, and hurtled out once more
“My youngest,” said the Tun, with a shy
pride. “I have five sons. The two eldest, -
who are 18 and 16, returned recently
from school in England. All those records
you see lying around,” he waved a hand
across the room, “belong to them. All-
boys now seem to like pop music:.”
I asked him if he had been fond of!

THE TUN has'a very low voice any-

S i AR : :
The youngest Razak takes a photograph of the eldest.
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music as a boy, “Oh, no. There was no
time. I was telling you about when the
Japanese came. . . They made all sorts of
promises which they never kept. They
never administered the country properly.
Instead, they committed atrocities. Peo-
ple were bullied and tortured. I worked
for ‘the Japanese. My father was a Civil
Servant. So he had to serve them, as a
District Officer. I helped him as his inter-
preter. But I felt that we should liberate
the country. Towards the end of 1944,
we came into contact with some British
troops who were parachuted into our
area. :

“It was very risky. If the Japanese had
come to know, we would have been fin-
ished. They became suspicious, but they
were unpopular already, and nobody
would provide them with any informa-
tion. We formed a resistance battalion,
and I was supposed to be Company Com-
mander. The idea was that we should go
to the jungle and fight. But, fortunately
or unfortunately for me, the war ended,
and so we never had to fight. And the
British came back. But I had seen them
conquered by the Japanese, and that fill-
ed my mind with the idea that they were
not invincible, not invulnerable, that we
could make them hand over power to
USiiEy
In 1947, the Tun went to London as a
student. “I got a scholarship. I was the
first student from our state to be sent for
further studies — after 70 years of British
rule! Even then it was with great difficul-
ty. I wanted to go to University, but they
said there were no places. So I said, ‘Send
me to the Bar. Then they said I must
take my Latin. Three months I studied
Latin, and I passed in October 1947.
Then I went to the University of London
and asked if they had a vacancy. They
said yes, but the Government said no.
They said it was too late now. That really
made me furious. I thought ‘The British
must leave.” ”

He paused. He had seemed tired when
we started but now, recalling his youth, he
seemed more animated than before. “The
Labour Party was in power. They were in
favour of handing over power to the co-
lonies. So I joined the Labour Party. Also
we from Malaya had our own student
unions. There was the Malay Society. It
was there that I first met. Tengku Abdul
Rahman. He was the President. As soon
as I met him, he asked me to be the
Secretary. That was the first time we
worked together. We thought and talked
about the national movement. When he
left England, I took over as President of
the Union.”

The Tun coughed, fitted a cigarette
into a holder, and lit it. “There was an-

other Union, for the non-Malays, called
the Malayan Students’ Union. I took part
in that too. I started a hockey team for
all the Malayan students, and then I start-
ed the Malayan Forum, where all our stu-
dents could meet and discuss matters of

‘common interest. Yes, I did a lot of

things while I was studying Law, except
study. I didn’t do more than three hours
study a day. I got through my Law in 18
months. For the next 18 months I had
nothing to do except eat my dinners. Life
was hard in England then, after the war,

but not bad.”

colonial students who were later to

be the leaders of their newly inde-
pendent countries. “Tan Sri Ghazali
Shafie was there, and so was the present
Attorney General. There were others who
are now in the Civil Service and the For-
eign Service. The Secretary General in the
Foreign Ministry was there too. We met
the Indian students, they had already had
their independence, the Burmese and
Thai students, the Ceylonese, students
from many African nations ... At that
time there was nothing but talk of In-
dependence. Independence was the order
of the day.

“J had started to become involved in
politics before I left for England. Just
after the war we had had this trouble
with the British. They decided to take
away the power of the Sultans and the
special position of the Malays. My father
became President of the Malay Associa-
tion of Pahang, and I was the senior offi-
cer. So my political involvement started
there. My father died in April 1950, so I
had to return to Malaya. I had finished
my exams, and he’d left a big family, 16
of us, nine brothers and seven sisters.
Now all my sisters are married to Govern-
ment servants, and my brothers are small
businessmen.

“] didn’t have money, and I had a con-
tract to serve the Government. But the
Sultan handed me the kris —he made me
chief — and he wanted me to serve in the
state. 1 became Assistant State Secretary
for a while. Then, after six months, I be-
came State Secretary of Pahang. I was the
juniormost officer in'the Civil Service in
the state, but the Sultan gave me the
seniormost post. But I was still involved
in politics. About four or five months
after I returned from London, they elect-
ed me as the leader of UMNO Youth. I
told the Sultan, ‘I’'m prepared to serve the
state, but I also want to serve the coun-
try.’

“He didn’t mind. So I used to do my
office work two or three days a week, the
rest of the time I spent on politics, going

ENGLAND at that time was full of

“print here some of the ques

By R. V. Pandit

UN ABDUL RAZAK is an ideal
_administrator. Not only is he an
efficient man, deeply involved in
the administrative machinery of M
laysia, but he has a delicate and sensi-
tive feel for the country in whose
liberation he played so important a
part. Through the long, leisurely years
of Tengku Abdul Rahman’s Prime
Ministership, the Tun, nominally the
Tengku’s deputy, shouldered much of
the burden of rule. He played a vital
role in the forming of the Federation,
in facing up to Sukarno’s Confronta-
tion, in adjusting to the aftermath of
the split with Singapore, in solving the
internal security problem, and in fight-
ing racial unrest. His nationalist in-
stincts burned steadily throughout all
this, as exemplified by his pet interest,
a passionate interest: national develop- -
ment. All this established him as one
of the most able administrators in
Southeast Asia. Tun Razak, however, -
is basically a political man, a party
man whose strength lies in the deep
roots he has in the villages of Malaysia.
In a six-hour interview with The
Asia Magazine recently, the Malaysian "'*f
Prime Minister answered, clearly and 2
frankly, an enormous number of ques-
tions on national and international -
political affairs. His answers revealed
that he is now more than an ac ‘nis-
trator: he has become a statesman. We =

answers that emerged from our i
view with Tun Razak, the longest in
terview that the Malaysian Prime Ming
ister has ever granted. LEADERSHI
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Razak: A Statesman Emefges -

R.V. Pandit: Sir, I believe you have an
unemployment rate of something like
7%. Since Malaysia’s credit standing in
the monetary world is very good and
you can easily raise funds for develop-
ment, do you think a massive infusion
of capital could further accelerate the
country’s growth to alleviate this prob-
lem?

The Prime Minister: I do not think so.
I do not think we can do that for the
next five years.

R VP: Is trained personnel one of your
problems?

PM: Yes, in a way yes. Manpower is
the greatest problem — not money.
You have got to train these people and
also you’ve got to change their atti-
tudes to restructure society; if we are
to turn life in the rural areas into mo-
dern life, new concept from the exist-
ing economy into industrial economy,
then we have really got to change their
attitude and that will take time. We
cannot rush into it.

R VP: Do you think sufficient numbers
of your people take advantage of the
job training opportunities that are of-
fered to them?

PM: This is one of the problems that
over the years has got to be sorted out.
People have been told that there is this
opening and they have got to be
brought in to take this opportunity, to
take advantage of the opportunities
offered to them. That’s why it is not
possible to go faster than we are doing
now. ;

FLEXIBILITY ON LANGUAGE

RVP: Sir, I realise that every country
must have a national language and you
must encourage the Malay language in
Malaysia. But is the future develop-
ment of your language going to be on
purely classical lines or will it be a

practical medium, using English words
which are now so commonly under-
stood in Malaysia?

PM: English is a commercial language
and we use English words; we will con-
tinue to mix English words with Malay
to make the language as simple to un-
derstand as possible., This applies par-
ticularly in teaching of technical sub-
jects. Like the Indonesians, we also use
words like Organasasi for organisation,
Institut for institution, Confrontasi
for confrontation ... all this is very
common now. Many English words
come in our conversation.

THE PARTY IS THE BASE

RVP: How much time do you devote
to Party work, national affairs, inter-
national relations and so on?

PM: Very difficult to say. The Party is
very important, You have got to live
up to the Party — that is your base.
Foreign affairs, nothing very much. We
do not have any problems with any
country; we've just to keep track of
things. We cannot influence events
very much. Our main task here is to
formulate policy that we think is prac-
tical.

NO OUTSIDE INTERFERENCE
RVP: Sir, do you think that the out-

side powers play a disproportionately -

large role in the affairs of our region?
PM: In the past, yes, that is what we
are trying to avoid. We are trying to
get them to keep away from this re-
gion in the sense that they should not
unduly influence affairs here. They
can have trade but for the rest they
should leave the countries in this re-
gion to lead their way of life. To do
things on their own. This is our idea
really of a neutrality for South East
Asia. As I explained to you, from ex-

perience, we cannot resolve all of the
problems in Vietnam, Laos and Cam-
bodia without bringing in the big pow-
ers. So what we would like for the
future is that the countries in this re-
gion be allowed to resolve their prob-
lems in their own way without influ-
ence from outside, Outside powers,
the big powers, can trade but that is
about all.

RVP: But some of these problems
have been created by them. Vietnam
was created by the Americans.

PM: It is true. That is the trouble. That
is'why we want this area to be a peace-
ful area and to be peaceful it must be
free of the big power influence.

RVP: But do you not think they should
solve the mess that they have made?
PM: They cannot solve it unless they
get out of it. They cannot solve it in
the sense that if they try to solve it
they. cannot do it alone. They will
have to bring in China and Russia into
consultation. All this can be avoided if
they leave this area to the people in
this area so that we can solve our prob-
lems.

RVP: While the United States is trying
to disengage, this treaty of friendship
between India and the Soviet Union —
do you think this is a Soviet intrusion
in our region? >

PM: Well, this is again an attempt by
the big powers to come into this re=
gion. This is contrary to our own con-
cept.. We do not like pacts, once you
have pacts then you have groupings.

REGIONAL GROUPINGS

RVP: Sir, during the last 15 years
there have been many regional group-
ings of South FEast Asian countries.
There has been ECAFE, SEATO,
ASPAC, ASEAN and so on. Do Yoy

(Continued on the following page) LEA
FOL
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“. .. we have stated in the past and we say quite clearly now that our policy is that there is

~ one China. But the people of Taiwan should be given the right to start a new nation;
that is our considered policy. Now we have got to work out a formula following this policy.”

(Continued from the previous page)

think anything really comes out of
these groupings?

PM: I think ASEAN yes, because it
comprises of countries in this region
which are neighbours: Indonesia, Thai-
land, Malaysia, Philippines, and Singa-
pore. ASPAC is not so good, it is just a
consultative body but as I said earlier
ASEAN is something more than that.
There is the desire among these coun-
tries to try and get together and solve
commaon problems, to try and work
together in fields where we can work
together for mutual advantage and
common interests.

RVP: Sir, but since human nature
is what it is and since it is this human
nature that influences policies of coun-
tries, don’t you think that unless these
countries are equally prosperous, most
of these groupings will tend to be
uneven and may not be fruitful?

PM: Yes, that is fair enough. The five
countries in ASEAN are all of equal
status in the sense that they are all de-
veloping; they may have different
problems, like Singapore has different
problems, but still they are developing
countries and have one very important
thing in common and this is they be-
long to this region and their survival
depends on their ability to live to-
gether peacefully and in friendship and
co-operation.

RVP: But there has been very little
evidence of such co-operation in the
past. They have banded together when
threatened by outside threats and
things like that, but otherwise there
has not been much co-operation.

PM: This is one of the things that we
intend to tackle. In fact, I have sug-
gested that countries with common
interests, like Thailand, ourselves and
Indonesia, should stick together and
try and work together for economic
developments like in the field of
manufactured goods; certain goods we
manufacture, other goods Thailand
will manufacture and still other goods
Indonesia should manufacture. This

will be the beginning of an Asian Com-

mon Market.

BILATERAL ARRANGEMENTS

RVP: Yes, exactly, but don’t you
think, Sir, much could be achieved by

bilateral deals instead of regional
groupings?
PM: Yes, I agree with you. This is

something we are working on. Trade
and even just friendly relations are bet-
ter served by bilateral talks because
the more countries you bring in, the
more problems they bring. Countries
like Thailand, ourselves and Indonesia,
we have common problems and if we

agree by bilateral talks then we could
try and enlarge this agreement which
will get us somewhere but if you try and
talk to five or six countries then you
get problems, like the Common Mar-
ket is now facing. Yes, this is what we
intend to do. Your view coincides with

mine exactly and this is what we have .

been trying to do, first with Thailand.
and then with Indonesia, because we
have common problems. They are pro-
ducing the same goods as we do, trying
to industrialise the way we do, and the
same with Thailand.

PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA

RVP: Sir, what will be your Govern-
ments’ attitude at the United Nations
General Assembly on the question of
Communist China’s admission ?

PM: Well, we have already voted for
their admission last year. Our view is
that there is only one China — that
China’s seat should be given to the
People’s Republic of China. The ques-
tion of Taiwan is a separate issue;
Taiwan is a separate entity and if she
wants to she should be allowed inde-
pendent membership of the UN. This
is the view we have but this will largely
depend on the fate of the Albanian
Resolution that will be moved. I do
not think it will be right to expel Tai-
wan . .. we have stated in the past and
we say quite clearly now that our poli-
cy is that there is one China. But the
people of Taiwan should be given the
right to start a new nation; that is our
considered policy. Now we have got to
work out a formula following this
policy.

RVP: Once the People’s Republic of
China is admitted to the UN, will your
country, Sir, take steps to establish
diplomatic relations with Peking?

PM: That is another matter; that is a
separate issue.

RVP: Will your attitude depend on the
relations of the Chinese Communists
with Communists on your borders?
PM: Well, it will be based on the prin-
ciple that we have agreed upon with
other countries like Russia. Russia has
agreed to peaceful co-existence and
non-interference into our affairs. We
will have to request China to do the
same; that is quite natural.

RVP: If the People’s Republic of
China gives such an undertaking, would
you accept it on its face value?

PM: We have to.

MSA — CLASH OF INTERESTS

RVP: Sir, I want to ask you a question
about the Malaysia-Singapore airlines.
MSA was looked upon internationally
as a.very successful example of region-
al co-operation. When the split was an-

_ nounced, was there any way of saving

the great joint venture?

PM: No. Because there was conflict of - |

interests — Singapore was more inter-

ested \in an international airline, in in- |

ternational routes, but we are more
interested in a domestic airline and

therefore the interests clashed. So un-

less we separated there were bound to
be difficulties. We are not so interested
in making profits; we are interested in
providing . service, if we make a profit
well and good but we must provide
service if we are to get round the coun-
try. You see we have to have a service
to the East Coast, to Kota Bharu,Kelan-
tan and East Malaysia and to some
small towns, otherwise how can we
bring people around and how can we
encourage tourism?

RVP: Sir, if the domestic routes on . |
your proposed new Malaysian airline

are not profitable, wdl you subsidise
the operations?

PM: Yes. Service to our people comes
first.

NO RELIGIOUS GROUPINGS

RVP: Sir, in this era of the techno-
logical age where you yourself put so
much emphasis on economic develop-

ment and you repeatedly stress that |

economic co-operation is the key to
fulfilment of the promises that you
have made to your people, what is
your view of international or regional
groupings based on religion?

PM: Religion? Oh, I think that will not’
work. I do not think we should do |

that; we should have religious group-
ings in order to co-operate on religious
matters, like the administration of Is-
lamic religious affairs and interpreta-
tion of the Koran in a correct way.
That’s all. . . We want to work to-
gether on research into interpreta-

tion of religion, Islam as a religion for |

all time, and make it a vehicle of pro-
gress instead of a hindrance to pro-
gress. ]

LIBERAL EDUCATION

RVP: I am pleased to hear that from
you because for the last so many years
Malaysia has kept out of groupings of
this kind, and this I think contri-

buted to the excellent international

image of your country and your
former Prime Minister. On another
aspect, may I, Sir, ask you to exnlain
how the Moslems in this country .D-
pen to be so liberal and not ir za}
way fanatical?

PM: I think it is education, the Libszral,
the British liberal education, and tney

are practical too. Also the le ‘
It is the practical leadershlpl gﬁup
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HOLIDAYS.

If you think a packaged holiday
means staying in a cheap hotel and be-
ing marched around in a group, think
of these as ‘‘unpackaged” holidays.
Because the money you save is not at
the expense of quality or your dignity.

When you go on a Thai Interna-
tional Royal Orchid Holiday, we’ll take
care of all the tiresome details like air

The Asia Magazine October 10, 1971

tickets, hotel reservations, transfers
and so on. We’ll also make sure there’s
a tour or two you can take. But we’ll
never tell you what to do or who to do
it with. You’ll have all the time you
need to do your own thing, because
that’s what a holiday is all about.

See your travel agent or Thai In-
ternational for the 1971 Royal Orchid

Holiday booklet that gives full details
on all 37 holidays. And

see how little it costs to

see so much of the

world’s most fascinating
vacationlands.
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around, 1 was pretty young then, and
when you’re young you can stay out late
and not worry. The British didn’t like it,
but there wasn’t much they could do
about it. I was close to the Sultan, and I
had followers in the state. I continued to
work inpolitics.In the 1955 election, when
we got 51 or 52 seats, we knew that we
had won. We knew that the British would
leave. They told us that they would be
leaving. When we won the election, they
knew they couldn’t stay.”

There was a pleasant interruption at
this point. Toh Puan Rahah, a shy, pretty
woman, drifted in, accompanied by her
youngest son, the child we had seen earl-
ier. She settled in a chair, while the little
boy made quick forays of inspection to-
wards us. ““I don’t really,” said the Tun in
reply to a question, “have much time to
spend with the children. It is a pity.” A
moment later, the boy lost his shoe. A
series of roars, remarkable in their volume
when one considered how small their
source was, filled the room, and the roarer
retired to Toh Puan Rahah’s lap. “You see
what I mean,” said the Tun, a little sadly.

HEN HIS SON had been carried
w away and comforted, he con-

tinued slowly, “The British re-
turned power to the Sultans, and they
agreed to have a Chief Minister for each
state. Meanwhile the Tengku asked me to
come into his government. The power
was in the hands of the local people, but
the British still ruled at the Centre. So,
well, I had to leave Pahang after four
years as State Secretary. I had to beg the
Sultan to let me leave the Civil Service.
He asked me why I wanted to leave, be-
cause I could be Chief Minister of the
state, whether appointed or elected, for

10

the rest of my life. So I told him why.

“I told him, ‘Sir, I have to serve the
country. We’ve got to control the centre.
We can’t run the country otherwise.” He
agreed. He was always very kind to me. I
went to the Centre and became Minister
of Education. That was the most contro-
versial portfolio at that time. There
were few schools and many languages,
there was no educational policy, and at
first 1 really had a rough time. But I en-
joyed it. 1 got people to agree to a na-
tional policy of education which is still in
effect today. And then in 1957 we
achieved Independence, and the Tengku
made me Deputy Prime Minister.

“] was then made Minister of Defence
and Internal Security. That was for the
purpose of ending the emergency. I con-
centrated on fighting the-Communists for

two years, and we were able to defeat

them. On July 16th, 1960, the emergency
ended. As soon as that happened I started
the Ministry of National and Rural Deve-
lopment. I thought, having won the war,
we must now win the peace. I enjoyed
that Ministry very much — travelling
round the country, seeing for myself.
That’s really my element. It’s my real am-
bition in life: to help improve conditions
in the villages, since I know from experi-
ence how hard life is there.

“I am happy that the Ministry is a suc-
cess. I ran it myself for 10 years. People
responded well, but of course in 10 years
you couldn’t do everything you wanted
to. We expanded the educational facili-
ties. We provided people with the mini-
mum necessities, like roads, houses, water
supplies. But when you educate them and
provide them with all this, they want
more. These educated people — we are
churning them out in thousands — na-

change a society, a way of life, you a

" as the people of Malaysia had done in the

turally want better employment. This
the problem we face now. When yo

solving old problems. But you’re also creat-
ing newones.” el

E STROLLED AROUND the
w lawn. It smelt of rain and flow-
ers: heavy clouds, overhea
drew together, then drifted apart, much

racial riots of May 1969. “Until 1969,”
the Tun said, “we were obsessed with our
independence. The people who fought for
it with. us were happy. We gave them land
and work. But the children of these peo
ple: they grew up in an independen
Malaysia. There is no point saying to
these young people that we fought fo
independence. They will say, ‘Right, you
fought for it and now we are indepen-
dent. But what will you do for us now
Will you give us employment? o
“Now let me explain to you the
problem. You see, you have this youn
Malay. He has been educated. He couldn’t
stay in his village, his father is poor, an
he couldn’t find work in his home place
So he comes to Kuala Lumpur to look fo
work. He can’t find any, there isn’t
enough for everyone, so he walks around
he looks at the big hotels, he sees that
they are owned by Chinese. So he says, T
am poor, why should these people be
rich? I am a native of this country, my
forefathers opened it up.” So he feels that.
there is something wrong with the sys-
tem, that it is unjust, and he feels angry.
“They get wrong ideas in their heads
and eventually there are enough other
people like our young Malay to start an
intrigue. And trouble. But I think now our
people have realised that we are sincerely.
trying to solve this problem. We have :
said, ‘We can’t make you rich, but we can
give you your rightful place in this coun-

" try.’ That’s what we are trying to do. In

1969 I said, ‘From now on, we have o
face this problem squarely. We cannot -
sweep it under the carpet.” We’ve discour-
aged people from discussing racial matters
in public: such talk tends to create a great -
many problems. We founded the National
Unity Council. 2 =
“] am the Chairman. We discuss the
problem quite frankly, but the solution
has to be brought about gradually. If we
can help the poor Malays, half the prob-
lem will vanish. And we are helping. We
now propose to open up large rura reas. -
One big area in the state of Pahang it -
2% million acres — is an example. Therel
hope we can build towns, start indust
and absorb all these youths whe aie ?QW :
unemployed. That’s the mm%%iageﬁ
paused to light a cigarette. He. aF
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